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In 1949, André Weil contributed a mathematical appendix to Claude Lévi-Strauss’s landmark book, The Elementary

Structures of Kinship. In this appendix, Weil (one of the Bourbaki mathematicians) used group-theoretic techniques

to model Australian marriage systems. Weil’s paper marked the beginning of mathematical anthropology. This paper

describes Weil’s analysis of marriage systems and traces the uneasy history of the application of group theory to kinship

studies. (Received September 08, 2016)
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