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The Maximum likelihood degree of a toric variety is the Euler characteristic of a hypersurface associated to the log

likelihood function in that toric variety. Despite this general result, computing the maximum likelihood degree of a

specific toric variety is a challenge. We will report on progress for computing the maximum likelihood degree of toric

varieties that appear in algebraic statistics, such as hierarchical log-linear models. (Received September 22, 2015)
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