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Šapovalov elements play a key role in the representation theory of a complex semisimple Lie algebra. We construct

Šapovalov elements in the enveloping algebra of a basic classical simple Lie superalgebra, prove their uniqueness and

study their properties.

Šapovalov elements corresponding to non-isotropic roots behave in a way that is very similar to the semisimple case.

However new phenomena arise from isotropic roots. (Received January 17, 2012)
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