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We give an excluded-minor characterization for the class of matroids Z such that a matroid M is in Z if and only if M/e

or M\e is binary for all e in E(M). The class Z is closely related to the class of matroids in which every member is

binary or can be obtained from a binary matroid by relaxing a circuit-hyperplane. We also provide an excluded-minor

characterization for the second class. (Received January 19, 2012)
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