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How might one measure the chirality of a space curve? Elementary physics offers some guidance. Imagine the curve

as a thin wire drifting in a rarified fluid. The resulting torque on the wire leads to a trace-free matrix whose eigenval-

ues detect the chirality for the curve along the eigendirections. Analogous matrix chirality measures for vector fields

are also considered. [Part of continuing collaborations with G. Dietler, W. B. Kusner, H. K. Moffatt, E. Rawdon, P.

Szymczak....] (Received January 11, 2014)
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