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Preface 

This work i s based o n the note s o f an elementary cours e on Abelian  Varieties  give n 
at Concordi a Universit y fro m Januar y t o Ma y 1986 . I n th e las t fe w years , th e 
notes have been distribute d informall y t o students wishin g t o have an introductio n 
to th e subject . Th e positiv e respons e fro m the m an d fro m colleague s ha s bee n a n 
encouragement t o mak e the m availabl e on a  wide r basis . 

Throughout, w e hav e trie d t o preserv e th e informa l styl e o f th e lectures . Th e 
aim ha s bee n t o presen t th e materia l i n a  for m suitabl e fo r independen t stud y b y 
graduate student s an d b y researchers i n other fields  who may wis h a n introductio n 
to th e subject . 

I would like to thank Clifton Cunningha m and Damien Roy for a careful readin g 
of the manuscript an d fo r offering man y helpful suggestion s an d comments . I  would 
also like to than k Abi d Zaid i fo r typin g the note s an d Emil e LeBlan c fo r hel p wit h 
WlEfi an d othe r compute r relate d problems . Finally , I  than k Franci s Clark e fo r 
the invitatio n t o publis h i n th e CR M Monograp h Series , an d th e editoria l staf f o f 
CRM fo r thei r helpfulnes s an d efficiency . 

Vijaya Kuma r 
Toronto 
September 199 2 
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