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Foreword

The Workshop on Network Switching was held in July 1997 at Princeton Uni-
versity. We would like to express our appreciation to Ding-Zhu Du and Frank K.
Hwang for their efforts to organize and plan this successful workshop.

The workshop was part of the broader Special Year on Networks. We extend
our thanks to Stuart Haber, David Johnson and Mihalis Yannakakis for their work
over many months as special year organizers.

The workshop focused on all aspects of network switching, including network
environment, routing, network topology, switching components, nonblockingness
and optimization.

DIMACS gratefully acknowledges the generous support that makes these pro-
grams possible. The National Science Foundation, through its Science and Tech-
nology Center program, the New Jersey Commission on Science and Technology,
DIMACS partners at Rutgers, Princeton, AT&T Labs, Bell Labs and Bellcore gen-
erously supported the special year.

Fred S. Roberts
Director

Bernard Chazelle
Co-Director for Princeton
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Preface

The articles collected in this book were presented in the DIMACS Workshop
on Network Switching, held on July 7-9, 1997 at Computer Science Department,
Princeton University.

There are many worthwhile and interesting issues about switching networks.
This collection focuses on connectivity properties, such as nonblockingness and
routing. By nonblockingness, we mean that an intended connection does not fail.

We wish to thank Professors C. T. Lea, G. M. Masson, A. Y. Oruc, P. M.
Pardalos, N. Pippenger, C. S. Raghavendra, S. Sahni, J. S. Turner, and A. C. Yao
for their advice on the organization of the workshop. We wish to thank all who
contributed their articles to this book. We also wish to thank the National Science
Foundation for their sponsorship.

Ding-Zhu Du and Frank K. Hwang
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