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Preface

Victor Petrovich Havin was born in Leningrad on 7 March, 1933. His academic
career is linked entirely with the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics of
St. Petersburg State University, which he entered as a student in 1950. (On many
occasions he talked about the dramatic choice between linguistics and mathemat-
ics he faced at that time, and about the role of his father who strongly dissuaded
him from linguistics — because to be a mathematician was much safer in the So-
viet era, especially under the Stalin regime.) He got his Ph.D. degree in 1958
under supervision of L. V. Kantorovich and (informally) V. I. Smirnov; he ob-
tained the Doctor of Science degree in 1969 and full professorship in 1970. He
headed the division of mathematical analysis at St. Petersburg State University
from 1997 until 2004. V. P. Havin supervised 27 Ph.D. theses (in particular, two
of us were his students at different times; see Mathematics Genealogy Project site
http://genealogy.math.ndsu.nodak.edu for more details) and some uncontrol-
lable number of master theses. Three of his former students have won the Salem
Prize. He received several honorary awards and degrees from his home university
and from some foreign universities. His publication list totals more than 100 items,
among which there are at least 70 research papers, a seminal book on the uncer-
tainty principle in harmonic analysis (written jointly with Burglind Joricke, also his
former student), an introductory university course of Analysis (not to be named
“calculus”), etc.

However, this bare listing of facts hides something. It only reflects an ordinary
career of a very successful university professor. In reality, it is to a great extent due
to various kinds of activity of Victor Petrovich and to his personality that Mathe-
matical Analysis in St. Petersburg has developed to its present state. A brilliant
scientist and absolutely brilliant teacher, he has succeeded in making difficult is-
sues of modern analysis attractive to many young researchers. Since 1963, he has
been running the Linear and Complex Analysis Seminar (joint for the University
and the V. A. Steklov Mathematical Institute in St. Petersburg; before 1991, this
responsibility was shared with N. K. Nikolski). For many years, this seminar has
been the center of activity of an informal (and very large) research group; it plays
this role even now, when many members of this group live and work elsewhere.

This volume is a gift, made by the contributors and editors for Victor Petrovich
Havin on the occasion of his 75th birthday.

The list of Havin’s publications follows this Preface. We refrain from a detailed
analysis of his scientific achievements, which are well known. We only indicate
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PREFACE

some fields of his interest usually emphasized by Havin himself (we do not name
coauthors and collaborators):

separation of singularities of (bounded) analytic functions;

divisibility by the inner factor in certain classes of analytic functions, and
the drop of the smoothness of a function relative to that of its modulus;

integral analogs of Vitushkin’s theorem on uniform approximation by an-
alytic functions;

nonlinear potential theory;

free interpolation;

approximation by harmonic vector fields;

uncertainty principle in harmonic analysis;

questions related to the Beurling—Malliavin theorem.

Alexei Alexandrov
Anton Baranov
Sergey Kislyakov
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