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Author's Prefac e 

The purpos e o f thes e lecture s i s t o giv e historica l backgroun d an d leisurel y 
accounts o f some importan t result s i n analysi s i n thi s century . Mos t o f th e result s 
in classica l analysi s an d th e theor y o f partia l differentia l operator s ar e associate d 
with Swedis h mathematicians , bu t w e als o includ e th e Tarski-Seidenber g theore m 
and Wiener' s classica l result s i n harmoni c analysis , whic h hav e demonstrate d ove r 
time tha t simpl e thing s ma y li e behin d problem s tha t wer e onc e ver y famou s an d 
that engendere d muc h work . 

It goe s withou t sayin g tha t th e circl e o f problem s treate d her e represen t jus t 
a tin y fractio n o f th e thousand s o f importan t result s i n analysis . Persona l affinit y 
rather tha n systemati c selectio n ha s determine d my  sample . 

The inspiration for the lectures was an invitation to join the centenary of Wuhan 
University i n 1993 . Fo r various reason s I  was no t abl e to atten d a t tha t time , bu t I 
gave som e o f th e lecture s whe n I  visited Nankai , Wuhan , Fudan , Jili n an d Beijin g 
universities a  yea r later . I  wan t t o expres s m y gratitud e fo r th e courtes y extende d 
to m e b y al l these universities . 

I also thank Professo r L i Da-Tsien fo r arranging the printing o f my lectures an d 
their translatio n int o Chinese . Th e presen t expande d version , includin g lecture s o n 
Picard's grea t theorem , Nevanlinn a theory , an d a  persona l essa y o n th e impac t o f 
distributions i n analysis , ha s bee n accepte d b y th e America n Mathematica l Soci -
ety.1 Finally , I  thank Jan a Madjarov a fo r carefu l proofreading , Nataly a Pluzhniko v 
for exper t editing , an d Sve n Spann e fo r helpin g m e with a  trick y font . 

Lars Gardin g 

Lund,1997 

xThe origina l title , "Som e problem s o f analysi s an d thei r history" , ha s no w bee n change d t o 
'Some point s o f analysi s an d thei r history" . 
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