
Preface

These notes were mainly written while I was preparing my lectures for the
CBMS-NSF conference on Graph Algebras: Operator Algebras We Can See, which
was held at the University of Iowa from 30 May to 4 June 2004. The ten chapters
roughly correspond to the ten lectures, though for logical reasons they appear here
in a slightly different order.

I am very grateful to those who organised the conference, those who came to
the conference, and those who have helped me try to get the glitches out of these
notes. In particular, I thank:

• Paul Muhly, David Pask and Mark Tomforde, who did a marvellous job of
organising the conference: the informal atmosphere was great, and every-
thing ran smoothly. (Well, everything which didn’t go through Chicago
airport.) Paul especially did an enormous amount of work on the details,
always in his inimitably cheerful way. Thanks, Paul.

• Nathan Brownlowe, Tyrone Crisp, James Foster, Daniel Gow and Rishni
Ratnam, who helped me organise lecture notes for an honours course I
gave in 2002, which were my starting point for these notes.

• Astrid an Huef, Marcelo Laca, Paul Muhly, Aidan Sims, Mark Tomforde
and Trent Yeend, who provided me with (sometimes embarrassingly long)
lists of corrections on parts of the notes. The remaining mistakes are not
Dana Williams’ fault1.

Iain Raeburn
Newcastle

November 2004

1See [114, page xiv].
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