
Preface

About the book. Ricci flow is a geometric and analytic evolution equa-
tion which we believe is related to physical reality. One of the underlying
principles of science is unity. In Ricci flow we see the unity of geometry and
analysis. It is also expected to exhibit unity with low-dimensional topology.
In this book we emphasize the more geometric and analytic aspects of Ricci
flow rather than the topological aspects. We also attempt to convey some of
the relations and formal similarities between Ricci flow and other geometric
flows such as mean curvature flow. The interaction of techniques and ideas
between Ricci flow and other geometric flows is a two-way street. So we
hope the reader with a more general interest in geometric flows will benefit
from the usefulness of applying ideas originating in Ricci flow to the study
of other geometric flows. We have not aimed at completeness, even in the
realm of the limited material that we cover. A more extensive coverage of
the subject of Ricci flow is planned in the book by Dan Knopf and one of
the authors [163] and its multi-authored sequel [153].

At places we follow the informal style of lecture notes and have at-
tempted to cover some of the basic material in a relatively direct and effi-
cient way. At the same time we take the opportunity to expose the reader
to techniques, some of which lie outside of the subject of Ricci flow per
se, which he or she may find useful in pursuing research in Ricci flow. So,
metaphorically speaking, this book is a hybrid between rushing to work in
the morning on a cold and blistery winter day and a casual stroll through
the park on a warm and sunny midsummer afternoon. As much as possible,
we have attempted to construct the book so that the chapters, and in some
cases, individual sections, are relatively independent. In this way we hope
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that the book may be used as both an introduction and as a reference. Exer-
cises appear at various places in the book and solutions to selected exercises
are collected at the end of the book. We have endeavored to include some
open problems which are aimed at conveying to the reader what the limits
of our current knowledge are and to point to some interesting directions. We
have also attempted to give the appropriate references so that the reader
may further pursue the statements and proofs of the various results. To use
real estate jargon, we hope that the references are reliable, but they are not
guaranteed; in particular, sometimes the references given may not be the
first place where a particular result is proven.

The purpose of this book is to give an introduction to the Ricci flow for
graduate students and mathematicians interested in working in the subject.
We have especially targeted the audience of readers who are novices to the
Ricci flow. In order to make the book suitable for beginners, we have in-
cluded in the first chapter basic material on Riemannian geometry. Many
exercises and open problems can also be found scattered throughout this
book. Some new progress of Perelman will appear in [153]. For example,
a detailed coverage of entropy and the reduced distance will be included
there. Moreover, comparisons are made between the Ricci flow and the
linear heat equation, mean curvature flow, and other geometric evolution
equations whenever possible. We have found that the analogies between the
Ricci flow and other related heat-type equations are important and sugges-
tive. Some new material on Hamilton’s singularity analysis (unpublished
recent work of Hamilton) has also been incorporated into this book; more
generally, we have attempted to make the exposition of Hamilton’s singu-
larity analysis more complete. However, this book does not intend to cover
all, or even most, classical aspects of the Ricci flow and the choice of top-
ics reflects the authors’ limited knowledge in the subject and the authors’
preferences. The references at the end of the book and the comments at the
end of the chapters are by no means intended to be exhaustive or complete.
We only list the references we are aware of and which are most related to
the material treated in the book. Due to the limited knowledge of the au-
thors, it is inevitable that we have missed some important related works; we
apologize for any omissions.

Prerequisites. We have tried to make this book as self-contained as
possible, given the subject matter. The reader is assumed to have a basic
knowledge of differentiable manifolds. Chapter 1 is an introduction to Rie-
mannian geometry, and further basic topics in Riemannian geometry and
geometric analysis are given in Appendix A. The reader familiar with Rie-
mannian geometry may skip Chapter 1. Throughout the book there is a
reliance on tensor calculus. Geometric (comparison geometry) methods also
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play an important role in this book. This is especially evident in the study
of singularities of the Ricci flow. For these reasons we have included a num-
ber of exercises intended to develop the reader’s proficiency in carrying out
local coordinate calculations involving tensors and also applying comparison
geometry techniques.

Course suggestions. A one semester course might consist of Chapter
1, Sections 2–5, Chapter 2, Sections 2–3 and 5–7, Chapter 3, Sections 1–6,
Chapter 4, Sections 1–4, Chapter 5, Sections 1 and 4–6, with the rest of
the sections in Chapters 1 through 5 and Appendix A optional. The second
semester topics might include Chapter 6, Sections 1–3 and 5–7, Chapter 7,
Sections 1–3, Chapter 8, Sections 1–4, Chapter 9, Sections 1–3 and 5–6, and
Chapter 10, Sections 1–5, with the rest of the sections in Chapters 6 through
11 and Appendix B optional. The order of Chapters 6 and 7 is essentially
interchangeable. See also the ‘overall structure of the book’ and ‘suggested
course outline’ flowcharts at the end of the guide for the reader.

A word from our sponsor. Like its cousin, The Ricci Flow: An
Introduction by Dan Knopf and one of the authors [163], which we will, for
the moment, nickname “gij” after the metric, the present book, which we
will nickname “Γijk” after the connection, comprises an introduction to the
subject of Ricci flow. As the notation suggests, Γijk is derived from gij. In
the following we compare and contrast the “metric” and its “connection”.

1. Substance.

In gij we begin by emphasizing the special geometries and their role in
the development of Ricci flow. Then we give detailed and comprehensive
treatments of short time existence, maximum principles, Ricci flow on sur-
faces, and Hamilton’s ‘3-manifolds with positive Ricci curvature theorem’.
The remainder of gij is primarily devoted to proving some classical results on
Type I singularities and background on such topics as the strong maximum
principle, derivative estimates, the statement of the compactness theorem,
and elementary singularity analysis including how to dilate about singular-
ities. In the appendices tensor calculus and basic comparison geometry are
presented.

In Γijk we begin by giving a review of those aspects of Riemannian ge-
ometry which are needed for the study of the Ricci flow. We then discuss
the same basic topics of short time existence, maximum principle, and 3-
manifolds with positive Ricci curvature. We present the topics of Sobolev
inequalities, isoperimetric estimates, Perelman’s no local collapsing, Ricci
solitons, higher-dimensional Ricci flow, and the Ricci flow on noncompact
manifolds. After this we give a comprehensive introduction to singularity
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analysis, mixing classical results with the application of the no local col-
lapsing theorem. Ancient solutions are presented in detail including the
classical theory and Perelman’s classification of 3-dimensional noncompact
shrinking solitons. Finally we develop differential Harnack inequalities and
the space-time approach to Ricci flow which leads to Perelman’s reduced dis-
tance function. In the appendices geometric analysis related to Ricci flow
and topics in geometric evolution equations are presented.

2. Style. We would like to imagine gij as an attempt to write in the
style of jazz and Γijk as an attempt in the style of rock ‘n’ roll (with apologies
to rhythm and blues, gospel, country and western, hip hop, etc.). In gij we
dive right into Ricci flow and then proceed at a metric pace, taking the time
to appreciate the intricacies and nuances of the melody and structure of the
mathematical music. In Γijk, after starting from more basic material, as a
connection to Ricci flow, the tempo is slightly more upbeat. The recital is
defined on a longer page interval, and consequently more ground is covered,
with the intention of leading up to the forefront of mathematical research.
In gij calculations are carried out in detail in the main body of the book
whereas in Γijk the details appear either in the main body or at the end
of the book in the solutions to the exercises. With the addition of basic
core material on Riemannian geometry and a substantial number of solved
exercises, Γijk is accessible to graduate students and suitable for use in a
semester or year-long graduate course.

Ricci flow and geometrization. The subject of Hamilton’s Ricci
flow lies in the more general field of geometric flows, which in turn lies
in the even more general field of geometric analysis. Ricci flow deforms
Riemannian metrics on manifolds by their Ricci tensor, an equation which
turns out to exhibit many similarities with the heat equation. Other geo-
metric flows, such as the mean curvature flow of submanifolds, demonstrate
similar smoothing properties. The aim for many geometric flows is to pro-
duce canonical geometric structures by deforming rather general initial data
to these structures. Depending on the initial data, the solutions to geo-
metric flows may encounter singularities where at some time the solution
can no longer be defined smoothly. For various reasons, in Ricci flow, the
study of the qualitative aspects of solutions, especially ones which form sin-
gularities, is at present more amenable in dimension 3. This is precisely
the dimension in which the Poincaré conjecture was originally stated; the
higher-dimensional generalizations have been solved by Smale in dimensions
at least 5 and by Freedman in dimension 4. Remaining in dimension 3, a
vast generalization of this conjecture was proposed by Thurston, called the
geometrization conjecture, which, roughly speaking, says that each closed
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3-manifold admits a geometric decomposition, i.e., can be decomposed into
pieces which admit complete locally homogeneous metrics.

Hamilton’s program is to use Ricci flow to approach this conjecture.
Perelman’s work aims at completing this program. Through their works
one hopes/expects that the Ricci flow may be used to infer the existence of
a geometric decomposition by taking any initial Riemannian metric on any
closed 3-manifold and proving enough analytic, geometric and topological
results about the corresponding solution of the Ricci flow with surgery. Note
on the other hand that, in this regard, one does not expect to need to prove
the convergence of the solution to the Ricci flow with surgery to a (possibly
disconnected) homogeneous Riemannian manifold. The reason for this is
Cheeger and Gromov’s theory of collapsing manifolds and its extension to
the case where the curvature is only bounded from below. Furthermore, if
one is only interested in approaching the Poincaré conjecture, then one does
not expect to need the theory of collapsing manifolds. For these geomet-
ric and topological reasons, the study of the Ricci flow as an approach to
the Poincaré and geometrization conjectures is reduced to proving certain
analytic and geometric results. In many respects the Ricci flow appears to
be a very natural equation and we feel that the study of its analytic and
geometric properties is of interest in its own right. Independent of the res-
olution of the above conjectures, there remain a number of interesting open
problems concerning the Ricci flow in dimension 3. In higher dimensions,
the situation is perhaps even more interesting in that, in general, much less
is known.

The year 1982 marked the beginning of Ricci flow with the appearance of
Hamilton’s paper on 3-manifolds with positive Ricci curvature. Since then,
the development of Hamilton’s program is primarily scattered throughout
several of his papers (see [81] for a selection of Ricci flow papers edited
by Cao, Chu, Yau and one of the authors). In Hamilton’s papers (some-
times implicitly and sometimes by analogy) a well-developed theory of Ricci
flow is created as an approach toward the geometrization conjecture. We
encourage the reader to go back to these original papers which contain a
wealth of information and ideas. Hamilton’s program especially takes shape
in the three papers [287], [290] and [291]. The first two papers discuss
(among other important topics) singularity formation, the classification of
singularities, applications of estimates and singularity analysis to the Ricci
flow with surgery. The third paper discusses applications of the compactness
theorem, minimal surface theory and Mostow rigidity to obtain geometric
decompositions of 3-manifolds via Ricci flow under certain assumptions.

The recent spectacular developments due to Grisha Perelman aimed at
completing Hamilton’s program appear in [452] and [453]. Again the reader
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is encouraged to go directly to these sources which contain a plethora of
ideas. Perelman’s work centers on the further development of singularity
and surgery theory. Of primary importance in this regard is Perelman’s
reduced distance function which has its precursors in the work of Li and
Yau on gradient estimates for the heat equation and of Hamilton on matrix
differential Harnack inequalities for the Ricci flow. A main theme in Perel-
man’s work is the use of comparison geometry, including the understanding
of space-time distance, geodesics, and volume, to obtain estimates. These
estimates build upon in an ingenious way the earlier gradient estimates of Li
and Yau and of Hamilton and the volume comparison theorem of Bishop and
Gromov. In a sense, Perelman has further strengthened the bridge between
the partial differential equation and comparison approaches to differential
geometry in the setting of Ricci flow.

For finite extinction time of the Ricci flow with surgery on 3-manifolds,
which is aimed at proving the Poincaré conjecture using neither the theory
of collapse nor most of Hamilton’s ‘nonsingular’ techniques, see [454] and
Colding and Minicozzi [176]. The relevant results on collapsing manifolds
with only lower curvature bounds were announced in Perelman [452] (with
earlier related work in [451]) and appear in Shioya and Yamaguchi [504].
For expositions of Perelman’s work, see Kleiner and Lott [342], Sesum, Tian,
and Wang [495] and Morgan [419] (there is also a discussion of [453] in Ding
[193]). We also encourage the reader to consult these excellent expository
sources which clarify and fill in the details for much of Perelman’s work.1

The authors
December 6, 2005

1We also understand that there are forthcoming works of Cao and Zhu [86], Morgan and
Tian [421], and Topping [536] on Ricci flow devoted primarily to Perelman’s work. We encourage
the reader to consult these works.


