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At the close of the book the reader will find historical notes that, in the
main, seem to be accurate, and a comprehensive bibliography, as well as a
Subject Index and an Index of Notation. Stig I. Andersson has done a superb
job of translating the Russian text into English.
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In the beginning was Laplace, who considered, among other things,

.. ce que je nomme fonctions génératrices: c’est un nou-
veau genre de calcul que I’on peut nommer calcul des fonc-
tions génératrices, et qui m’a paru mériter d’étre cultivé par
les géometres. [2]

In other words, the idea that the two-variable function F is a generating
function for the set of one-variable functions fo, f1, f2,... by the way of the
generating function relation

(1) F(z,t) =) falz)t",
n=0

was born just over two centures ago. Legendre [3] gave, incidentally, one of
the first examples: the generating function relation

(2) (1-2xt+¢%)"Y2 = i Py (2)t"

n=0

for the Legendre polynomials Py, Py, Ps,..., known to most of us.






