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none of these really detracts from the mathematical merits of the book.
In particular, all is forgiven when you discover in §1 of Chapter 8 what
is perhaps the most intriguing remark in the whole book, which reads in
bold face “1.7. No Remark™!

Summing up, Scharlau has presented to the mathematical community a
new book in quadratic forms which is well written, eminently readable and
of excellent reference value. While obviously many important topics have
to be left out, the selection and organization of the material overall were
done thoughtfully and with good vision. The end-product is a book which
succeeded for the first time in encompassing the theories of quadratic and
Hermitian forms, with a very substantial and engaging coverage of both.
A book like this usually has a very positive effect on the growth of a field.
Obviously, researchers and students alike in the area of quadratic forms
should thank Scharlau for his great effort.
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Introduction. This valuable two volume set Jakob Nielsen: Collected
mathematical papers contains thirty seven articles originally published be-
tween 1913 and 1955. Several of the papers appear for the first time in
translation from the original German and Danish. The volumes also con-
tain a brief biographical sketch and five essays on the impact of Nielsen’s
work.

The five essays review Nielsen’s work in four different fields. The essay
by Werner Fenchel outlines Nielsen’s contributions to the theory of dis-
continuous groups of isometries of the hyperbolic plane and the geometry
of the surfaces determined by such groups. Bruce Chandler and Wilhelm
Magnus outline the purely group theoretic results of Nielsen and describe






