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PREFACE 

This is the volume of the proceedings of a conference on Nonlinear Partial 
Differential Equations, which took place from June 20 - 26, 1982, at the 
University of New Hampshire in Durham, New Hampshire. The conference was 
sponsored by the American Mathematical Society, and was funded by the National 
Science Foundation. 

There were 67 participants, of which 16 people gave 1 hour talks, 17 
people gave l/2 hour talks and there were 11 informal l/2 hour evening talks. 
In addition there was an informal session on computational and numerical as-
pects of shock waves. 

The theme of the conference was on time-dependent nonlinear partial dif-
ferential equations; in particular, the majority of the speakers lectured 
either on shock waves or reaction-diffusion equations and related areas. The 
first day speakers were asked to give an overview of their field: to describe 
the main results, and the open problems. 

Perhaps the most interesting feature of this conference was the constant 
interplay between analysis, topology and computational methods. 

I would like to thank the members of the organizing committee, consisting 
of C. Conley, P. Fife, T. P. Liu for their help and constant encouragement. 

I am extremely grateful to Carole Kohanski for doing a superb job of mak-
ing the arrangements, and for being so helpful (and cheerful!) throughout the 
week. 

Joel Smaller 
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