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Preface 

At the Adams Memorial Symposium, in Manchester in July 1990, Doug 
Ravenel called our attention to the coincidence in 1991 of Mark Mahowald's 
sixtieth year and an exceptionally promising total eclipse of the sun passing over 
the spa and conference center of Oaxtepec in Mexico. Planning began at that 
time for the International Conference in Algebraic Topology of which this volume 
is the record. 

Arrangements and preparations were undertaken by the organizers, Don Davis, 
Mike Hopkins, Guillermo Moreno, and Paul Shick, while the undersigned agreed 
to edit the proceedings. 

Partial financial support for the meeting was obtained from the National Sci-
ence Foundation, through Hopkins' Presidential Young Investigator grant, and 
from the Consejo N acional de Ciencia y Tecnologia (Mexico). 

Administrative support was provided by several institutions, especially John 
Carroll University and the Centro de Investigaci6n y de Estudios Avanzados of 
the Instituto Politecnico Nacional. We would particularly like to thank Kim Balk 
and Dal Lanese of John Carroll, and Jacqueline Desfassiaux, Enrique Polska, 
Ismael Munos, and Guillermo Davila of the CINVESTAV del I.P.N. 

The conference was held at Oaxtepec July 4 through 11, 1991, with a banquet 
in honor of Mark Mahowald on the evening of July 10. There were also outings 
to Tepozteco and to Cuernavaca. The eclipse followed, as scheduled, on July 11. 

Plenary talks were held in the splendid observatory tower looking out over the 
park and the countryside. Contributed talks were held in rooms at the stadium 
as well as in the tower. The speakers and their titles are listed after the Table 
of Contents. A number of other participants were prepared to contribute talks 
but could not be accommodated in the time available. In addition there was a 
Poster Session on July 9. 

All participants were invited to contribute to the Proceedings, and the papers 
published in this volume correspond only in part to the talks at the conference. 
However, the surveys here by Miller and Ravenel and by Davis are based on the 
plenary talks by those three authors at the conference. 

xi 



xii PREFACE 

All papers have been refereed. Any such volume is deeply indebted to the 
anonymous referees for their thankless task of reviewing, editing, and in some 
cases correcting the papers submitted. I would particularly like to thank Don 
Davis, who not only was one of the prompt referees, but who gave me invaluable 
help in selecting the referees. It should also be stated that Davis served as the 
editor for my own article. 

The publications staff at the AMS has had to deal with literally thousands of 
e-mail and other communications from the authors and me, and we owe them 
our gratitude, especially Donna Harmon and Chris Thivierge. 

Credit is due as follows for special features of this volume: for the chart of the 
Adams spectral sequence, produced by Paul Shick, which was the place mat at 
the banquet and is now Appendix 2; for the conference logo, designed by Ismael 
Munos; and for the eclipse photo, credited to Ralph Cohen and Jim Milgram. 

Doug Ravenel has suggested that we conclude this Preface with a mention of 
the solar eclipse of August 11, 1999, which will be visible in Cornwall, parts of 
northern France and southern Germany, and various points east. We join Ravenel 
in suggesting that this would be an excellent occasion for another international 
conference in algebraic topology. 

Martin C. Tangora 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
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