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Preface 

Professor Mischa Cotlar arrived in Venezuela for the first time in 1971, and 
we have been fortunate to have him with us permanently since 197 4. Throughout 
the years since, he has had a decisive influence in the development here of the 
areas of harmonic analysis and operator theory. In 1993, when Mischa celebrated 
his 80th birthday, his friends in Caracas, students and colleagues, decided to pay 
homage to this extraordinary person. The celebration crystalized as a conference 
on Harmonic Analysis and Operator Theory held in Caracas, January 3-8, 1994, 
and this volume, comprising papers submitted by a number of participants. 

The organizers of the conference wish to take this opportunity to acknowl-
edge the financial support received from CONICIT (Venezuela), Fundaci6n 
Polar, Congreso Nacional de Venezuela, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Uni-
versidad Simon Bolivar, Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Cientificas, and 
the U.S. National Science Foundation, and to thank the close to one hundred 
mathematicians who through their participation contributed to the success of 
the conference. 

The editors of this volume wish to thank the authors for their contribution 
to this celebration of Mischa Cotlar, the referees for their careful scrutiny of the 
papers, and the AMS for providing this outlet for the volume. 

Caracas, March of 1995 

xi 
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