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Preface 

DEGUSTER v.tr. (lat. degustare, gouter) Apprecier, par le gout, 
Ia saveur et les qualites d'un aliment solide ou liquide : Deguster 
du vin, de l'eau-de-vie. II Savourer, se regaler de : Deguster son 
vin, son cafe. II Fig. Savourer, apprecier : Deguster un conte de 
Voltaire. II Pop. Etre accable de coups, d'injures, etc. : Qu'est-ce 
qu 'il a deguste ! 
-Grand Larousse Encyclopedique, Librairie Larousse, Paris, 1960. 

As the definition above indicates, the word deguster is endowed with multiple 
meanings, all of which we feel are appropriate in characterizing the Arolla Confer-
ence on Algebraic Topology and these Proceedings. 

The talks given at the conference covered a broad spectrum of current research 
in homotopy theory, offering participants the possibility to sample and savor se-
lected morsels of homotopy theory, much as a participant in a wine tasting partakes 
of a variety of fine wines. Degustation in a more literal sense was also a common 
occupation during the week in Arolla, as conference participants had ample oppor-
tunity to relish and regale themselves of local wines and cuisine. As for the popular, 
colloquial sense of the word deguster, it may describe the way some participants 
felt after the six-hour hike up to the Cabane des Aiguilles Rouges and back! 

The nature of these Proceedings remains true to the figurative sense of the 
word deguster, presenting a savory sampler of homotopical delicacies. The reader 
will find within these pages a compilation of articles describing recent research 
in subjects including classical stable and unstable homotopy theory, configuration 
spaces, group cohomology, K-theory, localization, p-compact groups, and simplicial 
theory. 

We would like to thank the following institutions and organizations for their 
generous financial support in sponsoring the Arolla Conference on Algebraic Topol-
ogy. 

Fonds national suisse de la recherche scientifique 
Fondation Herbette de l'Universite de Lausanne 
Fondation du 450eme anniversaire de l'Universite de Lausanne 
Departement de mathematiques de l'Ecole Polytechnique Federale 
de Lausanne 
Institut de mathematiques de l'Universite de Lausanne 
Academie suisse des sciences naturelles 
Troisieme cycle romand de mathematiques 
Stiftung zur Forderung der mathematischen Wissenschaft 
Etat du Valais 

X 



PREFACE xi 

We would also like to express our appreciation to the owners and personnel of 
the Hotel Mont-Collon in Arolla for their warm welcome and impeccable service 
during the conference. 

Without the careful, thoughtful work of the referees, this Proceedings volume 
could never have appeared. To these colleagues who must remain anonymous, we 
extend our thanks. We are also grateful to Chris Thivierge at the AMS for her 
invaluable help and guidance. 

Finally, K. Hess would like to thank Stockholm University for its generous 
hospitality during the editorial work on this volume. 

Dominique Arlettaz 
Kathryn Hess 

June 1, 2000 
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