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Preface 

This volume brings together papers presented at a special session in honor of 
Leonard Gross at the AMS annual meeting in New Orleans, January, 2001. The 
speakers at the session were experts in a variety of fields and included many former 
Ph.D. students of Gross and some of their mathematical descendants. 

The papers in this volume present results from several areas of mathematics. 
They illustrate applications of powerful ideas, many of which originate in the works 
of Gross, which permeate these diverse fields. The lectures given at the meeting 
illustrated the wide and deep impact of the mathematical work of Leonard Gross. 

We hope that this volume will be useful to professional researchers and graduate 
students, providing a perspective on current activity as well as central ideas and 
techniques in the topics covered. 

We are thankful to all the speakers at the meeting. For this volume we are 
especially grateful to the anonymous referees for their careful work on all the papers 
which appear here. Thanks to Christine Thivierge at the American Mathematical 
Society for her patient assistance during the long process of preparing this volume. 

Finally, it is a great honor to acknowledge our personal debt to Leonard Gross. 
Preparing this volume has been a privilege and we offer it as a small token of the 
esteem in which we hold him. 

Hui-Hsiung Kuo and Ambar N. Sengupta 
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