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Preface

The work of John C. Oxtoby was fundamental for the fields of measure theory
and ergodic theory, and paved the way for many advances in these fields. His
contributions were numerous and include his classic monograph, “Measure and
Category,”along with the oft-quoted Oxtoby-Ulam theorem. His life was celebrated
at the Oxtoby Centennial Conference held at Bryn Mawr College on October 30–
31, 2010. This conference, held at the institution where Oxtoby spent most of
his professional life, featured 14 speakers and over 30 participants and included
recollections on Oxtoby’s life by his son David and his daughter Margaret. The
webpage for this conference can be found at

http://web.williams.edu/Mathematics/csilva/Oxtoby Centennial Conf.htm

These proceedings serve as a tangible record of that celebration along with two
subsequent conferences: the Williams Ergodic Theory Conference, held at Williams
College on July 27-29, 2012, and the AMS Special Session on Ergodic Theory and
Symbolic Dynamics at the joint AMS/MAA meetings in Baltimore on January
17-18, 2014. Webpages for these events can be found at:

http://web.williams.edu/Mathematics/csilva/Williams ErgodicTheory2012.html

http://jointmathematicsmeetings.org/meetings/national
/jmm20142160 program ss31.html#title

The articles contained in this volume are from the participants of these three
conferences and comprise a variety of topics in both measurable and symbolic dy-
namics. These include a survey article on the life and work of Oxtoby, providing a
source of information about the many ways Oxtoby’s work influenced mathematical
thought in this and other fields.

We thank the co-organizers of the Oxtoby Centennial Conference, Leslie Cheng
and Paul Melvin, for their invaluable help in organizing such an endeavor. We grate-
fully acknowledge the National Science Foundation, grant DMS-1058120, and the
Bryn Mawr College 1902 Lecture Fund for their financial support. The National
Science Foundation grant DMS-1058120 also supported the Williams Ergodic The-
ory Conference, with additional financial support provided by Williams College.
Finally, we thank all of the speakers for their wonderful talks and the participants
for making these three conferences such a success.

Joseph Auslander
Aimee Johnson
Cesar E. Silva
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674 Bogdan D. Suceavă, Alfonso Carriazo, Yun Myung Oh, and Joeri Van der
Veken, Editors, Recent Advances in the Geometry of Submanifolds, 2016

673 Alex Martsinkovsky, Gordana Todorov, and Kiyoshi Igusa, Editors, Recent
Developments in Representation Theory, 2016
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665 Helge Glöckner, Alain Escassut, and Khodr Shamseddine, Editors, Advances in
Non-Archimedean Analysis, 2016

664 Dihua Jiang, Freydoon Shahidi, and David Soudry, Editors, Advances in the
Theory of Automorphic Forms and Their L-functions, 2016

663 David Kohel and Igor Shparlinski, Editors, Frobenius Distributions: Lang-Trotter
and Sato-Tate Conjectures, 2016

662 Zair Ibragimov, Norman Levenberg, Sergey Pinchuk, and Azimbay Sadullaev,
Editors, Topics in Several Complex Variables, 2016

661 Douglas P. Hardin, Doron S. Lubinsky, and Brian Z. Simanek, Editors, Modern
Trends in Constructive Function Theory, 2016

660 Habib Ammari, Yves Capdeboscq, Hyeonbae Kang, and Imbo Sim, Editors,
Imaging, Multi-scale and High Contrast Partial Differential Equations, 2016

659 Boris S. Mordukhovich, Simeon Reich, and Alexander J. Zaslavski, Editors,

Nonlinear Analysis and Optimization, 2016

658 Carlos M. da Fonseca, Dinh Van Huynh, Steve Kirkland, and Vu Kim Tuan,
Editors, A Panorama of Mathematics: Pure and Applied, 2016
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