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Preface

The work of John C. Oxtoby was fundamental for the fields of measure theory
and ergodic theory, and paved the way for many advances in these fields. His
contributions were numerous and include his classic monograph, “Measure and
Category,” along with the oft-quoted Oxtoby-Ulam theorem. His life was celebrated
at the Oxtoby Centennial Conference held at Bryn Mawr College on October 30—
31, 2010. This conference, held at the institution where Oxtoby spent most of
his professional life, featured 14 speakers and over 30 participants and included
recollections on Oxtoby’s life by his son David and his daughter Margaret. The
webpage for this conference can be found at

http://web.williams.edu/Mathematics/csilva/Oxtoby_Centennial_Conf.htm

These proceedings serve as a tangible record of that celebration along with two
subsequent conferences: the Williams Ergodic Theory Conference, held at Williams
College on July 27-29, 2012, and the AMS Special Session on Ergodic Theory and
Symbolic Dynamics at the joint AMS/MAA meetings in Baltimore on January
17-18, 2014. Webpages for these events can be found at:

http://web.williams.edu/Mathematics/csilva/Williams_ErgodicTheory2012.html

http://jointmathematicsmeetings.org/meetings/national
/jmm20142160_program_ss31.html#title

The articles contained in this volume are from the participants of these three
conferences and comprise a variety of topics in both measurable and symbolic dy-
namics. These include a survey article on the life and work of Oxtoby, providing a
source of information about the many ways Oxtoby’s work influenced mathematical
thought in this and other fields.

We thank the co-organizers of the Oxtoby Centennial Conference, Leslie Cheng
and Paul Melvin, for their invaluable help in organizing such an endeavor. We grate-
fully acknowledge the National Science Foundation, grant DMS-1058120, and the
Bryn Mawr College 1902 Lecture Fund for their financial support. The National
Science Foundation grant DMS-1058120 also supported the Williams Ergodic The-
ory Conference, with additional financial support provided by Williams College.
Finally, we thank all of the speakers for their wonderful talks and the participants
for making these three conferences such a success.

Joseph Auslander
Aimee Johnson
Cesar E. Silva
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Figure 2. Oxtoby Centennial. Undergraduate Lecture Participants.
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This volume contains the proceedings of three conferences in Ergodic Theory and Sym-
bolic Dynamics: the Oxtoby Centennial Conference, held from October 30-31, 2010, at
Bryn Mawr College; the Williams Ergodic Theory Conference, held from July 27-29,
2012, at Williams College; and the AMS Special Session on Ergodic Theory and Sym-
bolic Dynamics, held from January 17-18, 2014, in Baltimore, MD.

This volume contains articles covering a variety of topics in measurable, symbolic and
complex dynamics. It also includes a survey article on the life and work of John Oxtoby,
providing a source of information about the many ways Oxtoby’s work influenced mathe-
matical thought in this and other fields.
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