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Office of the AMS Secretary <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>

Re: Activity groups and MRCs
4 messages
Brian D Boe <brian@math.uga.edu>
Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 4:09 PM
To: Secretariat <secret@ams.org>
Cc: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>, Carla Savage <savage@ncsu.edu>, Darla Kremer <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>
Dear all,
Thank you to Georgia, Steve, and Michel for the information about MRC sessions at the JMM. I now see this is mentioned in the Meetings Manual for Associate Secretaries in
the section on JMM Special Sessions. However, I don’t see it in the generic JMM block schedule, and I don’t see any rooms reserved for this on Melissa’s JMM room grid. I
don’t even see “MRC Banquet” on the second evening of the JMM block schedule.
So just to clarify: I’m supposed to set aside AMS special session rooms for these, both morning (8:0011:50) and afternoon (1:003:50) on Thursday. And the information about
these won’t be available until after (possibly long after) the date (May 6 this year) for notifying the special session proposers which blocks of time and rooms they’ll be
allocated for their sessions.
Michel mentioned “three or four” MRC sessions in Seattle. I see on the AMS website that there are four MRCs scheduled for Summer 2016, so I presume that means I should
set aside four rooms for MRC special sessions. Chris, since the organizers of the MRCs are already known, would it not be possible to contact them now and ensure that they
plan to participate in a JMM special session? Or is that a prerequisite of agreeing to organize an MRC?
Lastly, the Meetings Manual also mentions a Special Session affiliated with “the AMS Short Course.” So that sounds like one (?) more room to set aside. Is the short course
traditionally given a particular block or sequence of blocks for its affiliated special session, analogous to the “allday Thursday” for the MRCs?
Thanks,
Brian
On Mar 13, 2016, at 12:45 PM, GEORGIA M BENKART <benkart@math.wisc.edu> wrote:

I asked Chris about this yesterday, and she said that they usually
wait until the MRC meets to decide about JMM special session
organizers. Perhaps, as soon as the MRCs have met (is that
usually June and July?) the information can be sent to the Assoc. Sec.
Chris may have some thoughts on the practicality of this time frame.
Best wishes,
Georgia

From: Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Steven H. Weintraub
Cc: T. Chrisĕne Stevens; secret
Subject: Re: Acĕvity groups and MRCs

Yes, indeed. However, last year, due to the changes in the AMS staff, I did not get the specific information until quite late
in the process (September or so). Usually, I get it in June. I had planned on it, however, and it did not really cause any problems.
We should have a morespecific mechanism for obtaining the information from the AMS staff.
Best,
Michel
Michel L. Lapidus
Professor of Mathematics
University of California
Department of Mathematics
231 Surge Building
Riverside, CA 925210135
USA
email: lapidus@math.ucr.edu
lapidus@ucr.edu
Fax: (951) 8277314 (dept.)
Tel: (951) 8273113 (dept.)
http://math.ucr.edu/~lapidus
On Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 5:01 PM, Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu> wrote:
With respect to MRC special sessions at the JMM: I believe it is an explicit part of the MRC program that each MRC have a
special session at the following JMM. That was the case at my last two JMMs, in 2011 and 2015. And they were always
scheduled on the second day of the meeting because there was an MRC banquet that evening.
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So, Brian, I think you should plan on that.
Steve

On 3/13/2016 4:58 PM, GEORGIA M BENKART wrote:
Dear Chris (et al.)
I'm sorry I couldn't stay for the discussion yesterday on this topic.
I would welcome special session proposals from activity groups and MRC
groups.
Ellen Maycock always made certain that there was a JMM special session for
each MRC the previous summer. These usually occurred on the second
day of the JMM and they were scheduled simultaneously. I don't
know what the practice has been the last 2 years or what is happening this year.
Brian, if you have fear of not getting sufficiently many special session proposals
for the next JMM, perhaps you could write to the organizers of previous MRC
special sessions and ask them to consider having someone from their MRC
propose a session. It sort of commits one to accepting the session, but
these are good sessions with lots of energetic bright earlycareer folks.
Best wishes,
Georgia

________________________________________
From: Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 4:37 AM
To: T. Christine Stevens
Cc: secret
Subject: Activity groups and MRCs
Dear Chris and others,
This is a followup to yesterday's COMC meeting.
I still think activity groups are a great idea. The response to them has
been zero, so maybe I should just admit that I'm wrong, and give up on
it. But let me make one more (final) attempt.
I accept that purely online activity groups are a nonstarter, and it
seems to me you pointed out the reason why: There are already so many
online networking tools available, that there is really no good reason
why people should use this one.
But I always felt that an essential component of activity groups was
facetoface interaction. I've done a lot of joint work, and I've never
felt that email communication was a substitute for being in the same
room and talking. The idea of activity groups went through several
iterations before it was finally presented as a purely online activity.
SIAM activity groups have regular meetings as an essential component,
and that was part of the original idea. For obvious reasons we wouldn't
want to add to the meeting schedule, but it seems to me we could easily
accommodate activity group meetings as part of sectional meetings or the
JMM. We could just treat them as a special kind of special session
(an extraspecial session, in the language of finite group theorists?).
That was one of the possibilities originally considered.
In fact, this is part of how MRCs work. After the MRC in the summer,
there is a special session for that MRC at the JMM the following
January. But it ends there. Maybe that's enough. Mathematicians work in
small groups, so maybe the associations formed at the MRC in the summer
and cemented at the JMM fully serve the purpose, and people are
continuing on as a result of that. And maybe even some of them are
continuing on in the guise of special sessions. As Associate Secretaries
we have no way of knowing that for certainwe get special sessions and
organizers describe the research topic, but not the background (though I
would expect organizers to mention that, since many make a point of
writing that they will involve young mathematicians, and I don't recall
getting any proposal that did).
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But maybe that's not enough and activity groups with a meeting component
could build on MRCs as one way of getting them off the ground.
Of course, I wouldn't want that to be the only possible means. I'm just
citing that as a readymade possibility.
Thus, in general, I would like to resurrect the idea of having activity
groups with part of their activities including meeting in person at AMS
meetings. Do you think there's any point to this or should I just accept
the idea that while activity groups may be a good idea, it's just an
idea that didn't work out in practice?
To change the subject, you pointed out yesterday that there is always a
shortage of MRC proposals and that proposals have to be solicited.
Someone (perhaps also you) observed that special session organizers are
potential MRC organizersafter all, by organizing special session
they've demonstrated an interest in organizing people around a research
activity. If you want to prepare something that describes MRCs and how
to organize them, in an inviting way, one that might motivate people to
participate in doing so, it would just be a matter of sending out one
additional email message to all special session organizers for a given
meeting to try to solicit their participation.
Best, Steve

++
| Prof. Steven H. Weintraub | Phone: (610)7583717
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax: (610)7583767
|
| Lehigh University
| mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu |
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA | http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American Mathematical Society |
++

++
| Prof. Steven H. Weintraub | Phone: (610)7583717
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax: (610)7583767
|
| Lehigh University
| mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu |
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA | http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American Mathematical Society |
++

Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Mon, Mar 14, 2016 at 3:25 AM
To: Secretariat <secret@ams.org>
Cc: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>, Carla Savage <savage@ncsu.edu>, Darla Kremer <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>
Dear Brian,
You're right, the short course is also entitled to a special session.
As opposed to the MRCs, which you should certainly reserve space for, the short course does not always have a special session. It may be known already who the short
course organizers are, and if so, you should contact them to see if they've decided whether they want one or not.
Since the short course is the day before the meeting, it's been my practice to schedule the short course special session (when it exists) on the first day of the meeting.
Best, Steve
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

<mailto:benkart@math.wisc.edu>> wrote:
I asked Chris about this yesterday, and she said that they usually
wait until the MRC meets to decide about JMM special session
organizers. Perhaps, as soon as the MRCs have met (is that
usually June and July?) the information can be sent to the Assoc. Sec.
Chris may have some thoughts on the practicality of this time frame.
Best wishes,
Georgia

*From:*Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com <mailto:mllapidus@gmail.com>>
*Sent:*Sunday, March 13, 2016 11:14 AM
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*To:*Steven H. Weintraub
*Cc:*T. Christine Stevens; secret
*Subject:*Re: Activity groups and MRCs
Yes, indeed. However, last year, due to the changes in the AMS
staff, I did not get the specific information until quite late inthe
process (September or so). Usually, I get it in June. I had planned on
it, however, and it did not really cause any problems. We should have
a morespecific mechanism for obtaining the information from theAMSstaff.
Best,
Michel
Michel L. Lapidus
Professor of Mathematics
University of California
Department of Mathematics
231 Surge Building
Riverside, CA 925210135
USA
email:lapidus@math.ucr.edu <mailto:lapidus@math.ucr.edu>
lapidus@ucr.edu <mailto:lapidus@ucr.edu>
Fax: (951) 8277314 (dept.)
Tel: (951) 8273113 (dept.)
http://math.ucr.edu/~lapidus
On Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 5:01 PM, Steven H. Weintraub<shw2@lehigh.edu
<mailto:shw2@lehigh.edu>>wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]

<mailto:shw2@lehigh.edu>>
[Quoted text hidden]

<tel:%28610%297583717>
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax:(610)7583767
<tel:%28610%297583767>
|
| Lehigh University
|
mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu
<mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu>|
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA
|http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American
Mathematical Society |
++


++
| Prof. Steven H. Weintraub | Phone:(610)7583717
<tel:%28610%297583717>
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax:(610)7583767
<tel:%28610%297583767>
|
| Lehigh University
|
mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu <mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu>|
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA |http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American Mathematical
Society |
++

[Quoted text hidden]

T. Christine Stevens <tcs@ams.org>
Mon, Mar 14, 2016 at 9:13 AM
To: "brian@math.uga.edu" <brian@math.uga.edu>, secret <secret@ams.org>
Cc: Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>, "savage@ncsu.edu" <savage@ncsu.edu>, "ams_secretary@ncsu.edu" <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>, Robin Hagan Aguiar
<rha@ams.org>

Hello, Brian,

During the COMC mtg, I realized that I needed to bring you up to date on the MRC Special Sessions at JMM 2017, and I’m grateful to the folks who jumped in with useful informaĕon,
while I was taking an email holiday yesterday.

Each MRC always has a special session at the next JMM, and it’s wriĥen into the grant that supports the MRCs. In 2016, as you noted, there are 4 MRC conferences, so there will be
four MRC Special Sessions at JMM 2017. Although we know the names of the organizers of the 2016 MRC conferences, they will not be organizing the Special Sessions. Instead, they
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will choose 3 or 4 of the parĕcipants to play this role, and they will make their choice at the MRC conferences in June.

It’s for this reason that the names of the special session organizers are not available unĕl late June or early July. Last year, Ellen Maycock sent the names of the special session
organizers to the Meeĕngs staﬀ on July 1, and I’m sorry to hear that that informaĕon wasn’t relayed to Michel unĕl much later. This year, I will make a point of copying you on that
informaĕon.

In any case, the plan is to have the four MRC Special Sessions on Day 2 of JMM, each meeĕng both morning (8:00‐11:50 a.m.) and a├ernoon (1:00‐3:50 p.m.). Although the special
session organizers are usually given an opportunity to tweak the ĕtles in late June, we can expect them to be named:
1)

AMS Special Session on Lie group representaĕons, discreĕzaĕon, and Gelfand pairs (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

2)

AMS Special Session on Character Varieĕes: Experiments and New Fronĕers (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

3)

AMS Special Session on Algebraic Staĕsĕcs (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

4)

AMS Special Session on Mathemaĕcs in Physiology and Medicine (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

Meanwhile, the “MRC banquet” is actually an MRC recepĕon. It’s a private event (by invitaĕon only). It does not appear in the printed or online JMM program, but obviously we sĕll
need a room for it. It’s scheduled at 5:30‐6:30 p.m. on Day 2 of JMM.

As for the Special Session associated with the Short Course, this is the ﬁrst ĕme I’ve heard of this possibility. There was no such Special Session in Seaĥle, and the opĕon of organizing a
Special Session isn’t even menĕoned in the manual for Short Course organizers. If you wish, I will give you the names of the organizers of the 2017 Short Course (which fell into place a
couple of weeks ago), and you can ask them about their intenĕons.

Finally, I have a request to make: It’s possible that you will receive a proposal for a Special Session on a topic that overlaps with the topic for one of the MRC Special
Sessions. For example, in Seaĥle there was an MRC Special Session on Financial Mathemaĕcs and a regular Special Session on Problems and Challenges in Financial
Engineering and Risk Management. It’s perfectly ﬁne for that to happen. It’s helpful, however, if the organizers of the two special sessions know about the overlap.
That way, they can coach to their speakers to make sure that they submit their abstracts for the correct special session. For JMM 2016, we had to spend some ĕme
tracking down and moving abstracts that had been submiĥed for the wrong session.

Thanks,

Chris

From: Brian D Boe [mailto:brian@math.uga.edu]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 4:09 PM
To: secret <secret@ams.org>
Cc: T. Chrisĕne Stevens <tcs@ams.org>; Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>; savage@ncsu.edu; ams_secretary@ncsu.edu
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

Carla Savage <savage@ncsu.edu>
To: "ams_secretary@ncsu.edu" <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>

Sun, Mar 27, 2016 at 1:31 PM

Carla D. Savage, Professor
Secretary, American Mathematical Society
Department of Computer Science
North Carolina State University
Raleigh, NC 276958206

Forwarded conversation
Subject: Activity groups and MRCs

From: Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 5:37 AM
To: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>
Cc: secret <secret@ams.org>
Dear Chris and others,
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This is a followup to yesterday's COMC meeting.
I still think activity groups are a great idea. The response to them has been zero, so maybe I should just admit that I'm wrong, and give up on it. But let me make one more
(final) attempt.
I accept that purely online activity groups are a nonstarter, and it seems to me you pointed out the reason why: There are already so many online networking tools available,
that there is really no good reason why people should use this one.
But I always felt that an essential component of activity groups was facetoface interaction. I've done a lot of joint work, and I've never felt that email communication was a
substitute for being in the same room and talking. The idea of activity groups went through several iterations before it was finally presented as a purely online activity.
SIAM activity groups have regular meetings as an essential component, and that was part of the original idea. For obvious reasons we wouldn't want to add to the meeting
schedule, but it seems to me we could easily accommodate activity group meetings as part of sectional meetings or the JMM. We could just treat them as a special kind of
special session
(an extraspecial session, in the language of finite group theorists?).
That was one of the possibilities originally considered.
In fact, this is part of how MRCs work. After the MRC in the summer, there is a special session for that MRC at the JMM the following January. But it ends there. Maybe that's
enough. Mathematicians work in small groups, so maybe the associations formed at the MRC in the summer and cemented at the JMM fully serve the purpose, and people
are continuing on as a result of that. And maybe even some of them are continuing on in the guise of special sessions. As Associate Secretaries we have no way of knowing
that for certainwe get special sessions and organizers describe the research topic, but not the background (though I would expect organizers to mention that, since many
make a point of writing that they will involve young mathematicians, and I don't recall getting any proposal that did).
But maybe that's not enough and activity groups with a meeting component could build on MRCs as one way of getting them off the ground.
Of course, I wouldn't want that to be the only possible means. I'm just citing that as a readymade possibility.
Thus, in general, I would like to resurrect the idea of having activity groups with part of their activities including meeting in person at AMS meetings. Do you think there's any
point to this or should I just accept the idea that while activity groups may be a good idea, it's just an idea that didn't work out in practice?
To change the subject, you pointed out yesterday that there is always a shortage of MRC proposals and that proposals have to be solicited. Someone (perhaps also you)
observed that special session organizers are potential MRC organizersafter all, by organizing special session they've demonstrated an interest in organizing people around a
research activity. If you want to prepare something that describes MRCs and how to organize them, in an inviting way, one that might motivate people to participate in doing
so, it would just be a matter of sending out one additional email message to all special session organizers for a given meeting to try to solicit their participation.
Best, Steve

++
| Prof. Steven H. Weintraub | Phone: (610)7583717
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax: (610)7583767
|
| Lehigh University
| mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu |
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA | http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American Mathematical Society |
++

From: GEORGIA M BENKART <benkart@math.wisc.edu>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 11:58 AM
To: "Steven H. Weintraub" <shw2@lehigh.edu>, "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>
Cc: secret <secret@ams.org>, GEORGIA M BENKART <benkart@math.wisc.edu>
Dear Chris (et al.)
I'm sorry I couldn't stay for the discussion yesterday on this topic.
I would welcome special session proposals from activity groups and MRC
groups.
Ellen Maycock always made certain that there was a JMM special session for
each MRC the previous summer. These usually occurred on the second
day of the JMM and they were scheduled simultaneously. I don't
know what the practice has been the last 2 years or what is happening this year.
Brian, if you have fear of not getting sufficiently many special session proposals
for the next JMM, perhaps you could write to the organizers of previous MRC
special sessions and ask them to consider having someone from their MRC
propose a session. It sort of commits one to accepting the session, but
these are good sessions with lots of energetic bright earlycareer folks.
Best wishes,
Georgia

________________________________________
From: Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 4:37 AM
To: T. Christine Stevens
Cc: secret
Subject: Activity groups and MRCs

From: Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 12:01 PM
To: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>
Cc: secret <secret@ams.org>
With respect to MRC special sessions at the JMM: I believe it is an explicit part of the MRC program that each MRC have a special session at the following JMM. That was the
case at my last two JMMs, in 2011 and 2015. And they were always scheduled on the second day of the meeting because there was an MRC banquet that evening.
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So, Brian, I think you should plan on that.
Steve

From: Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 12:05 PM
To: GEORGIA M BENKART <benkart@math.wisc.edu>
Cc: "Steven H. Weintraub" <shw2@lehigh.edu>, "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, secret <secret@ams.org>
There were three or four MRC special sessions last year (at the Seattle JMM) but the information about those came very late (in midtolate September). I had left room for
them but it would be much better if the MS AS in charge of the JMM were to receive the information by early May or early June, as was done in the past.
I would welcome proposals from MRC or other activity groups at sectional meetings as well but see no reason why the organizers of such activities should not follow the
standard procedures and send their proposal by the published deadlines (and with the require information). There is compelling reason in my opinion to have to write to MRC
organizers or other activity groups organizers separately to request their participation. We have got enough to do, as it is, and if they are eager to participate, they should just
conform to the usual rules, which is very easy to do.
With best wishes,
Michel

Michel L. Lapidus
Professor of Mathematics
University of California
Department of Mathematics
231 Surge Building
Riverside, CA 925210135
USA
email: lapidus@math.ucr.edu
lapidus@ucr.edu
Fax: (951) 8277314 (dept.)
Tel: (951) 8273113 (dept.)
http://math.ucr.edu/~lapidus

From: Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 12:14 PM
To: "Steven H. Weintraub" <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Cc: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, secret <secret@ams.org>
Yes, indeed. However, last year, due to the changes in the AMS staff, I did not get the specific information until quite late in the process (September or so). Usually, I get it in
June. I had planned on it, however, and it did not really cause any problems. We should have a more specific mechanism for obtaining the information from the AMS staff.
Best,
Michel
Michel L. Lapidus
Professor of Mathematics
University of California
Department of Mathematics
231 Surge Building
Riverside, CA 925210135
USA
email: lapidus@math.ucr.edu
lapidus@ucr.edu
Fax: (951) 8277314 (dept.)
Tel: (951) 8273113 (dept.)
http://math.ucr.edu/~lapidus

From: GEORGIA M BENKART <benkart@math.wisc.edu>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 12:45 PM
To: Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com>, "Steven H. Weintraub" <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Cc: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, secret <secret@ams.org>

I asked Chris about this yesterday, and she said that they usually
wait until the MRC meets to decide about JMM special session
organizers.

Perhaps, as soon as the MRCs have met (is that

usually June and July?) the information can be sent to the Assoc. Sec.
Chris may have some thoughts on the practicality of this time frame.
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Best wishes,
Georgia

From: Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Steven H. Weintraub
Cc: T. Chrisĕne Stevens; secret
Subject: Re: Acĕvity groups and MRCs

From: Brian D Boe <brian@math.uga.edu>
Date: Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 4:09 PM
To: Secretariat <secret@ams.org>
Cc: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>, Carla Savage <savage@ncsu.edu>, Darla Kremer <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>
Dear all,
Thank you to Georgia, Steve, and Michel for the information about MRC sessions at the JMM. I now see this is mentioned in the Meetings Manual for Associate Secretaries in
the section on JMM Special Sessions. However, I don’t see it in the generic JMM block schedule, and I don’t see any rooms reserved for this on Melissa’s JMM room grid. I
don’t even see “MRC Banquet” on the second evening of the JMM block schedule.
So just to clarify: I’m supposed to set aside AMS special session rooms for these, both morning (8:0011:50) and afternoon (1:003:50) on Thursday. And the information about
these won’t be available until after (possibly long after) the date (May 6 this year) for notifying the special session proposers which blocks of time and rooms they’ll be
allocated for their sessions.
Michel mentioned “three or four” MRC sessions in Seattle. I see on the AMS website that there are four MRCs scheduled for Summer 2016, so I presume that means I should
set aside four rooms for MRC special sessions. Chris, since the organizers of the MRCs are already known, would it not be possible to contact them now and ensure that they
plan to participate in a JMM special session? Or is that a prerequisite of agreeing to organize an MRC?
Lastly, the Meetings Manual also mentions a Special Session affiliated with “the AMS Short Course.” So that sounds like one (?) more room to set aside. Is the short course
traditionally given a particular block or sequence of blocks for its affiliated special session, analogous to the “allday Thursday” for the MRCs?
Thanks,
Brian
On Mar 13, 2016, at 12:45 PM, GEORGIA M BENKART <benkart@math.wisc.edu> wrote:

I asked Chris about this yesterday, and she said that they usually
wait until the MRC meets to decide about JMM special session
organizers. Perhaps, as soon as the MRCs have met (is that
usually June and July?) the information can be sent to the Assoc. Sec.
Chris may have some thoughts on the practicality of this time frame.
Best wishes,
Georgia

From: Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Steven H. Weintraub
Cc: T. Chrisĕne Stevens; secret
Subject: Re: Acĕvity groups and MRCs

Yes, indeed. However, last year, due to the changes in the AMS staff, I did not get the specific information until quite late
in the process (September or so). Usually, I get it in June. I had planned on it, however, and it did not really cause any problems.
We should have a morespecific mechanism for obtaining the information from the AMS staff.
Best,
Michel


From: Steven H. Weintraub <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Date: Mon, Mar 14, 2016 at 3:25 AM
To: Secretariat <secret@ams.org>
Cc: "T. Christine Stevens" <tcs@ams.org>, Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>, Carla Savage <savage@ncsu.edu>, Darla Kremer <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>
Dear Brian,
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You're right, the short course is also entitled to a special session.
As opposed to the MRCs, which you should certainly reserve space for, the short course does not always have a special session. It may be known already who the short
course organizers are, and if so, you should contact them to see if they've decided whether they want one or not.
Since the short course is the day before the meeting, it's been my practice to schedule the short course special session (when it exists) on the first day of the meeting.
Best, Steve
<mailto:benkart@math.wisc.edu>> wrote:
I asked Chris about this yesterday, and she said that they usually
wait until the MRC meets to decide about JMM special session
organizers. Perhaps, as soon as the MRCs have met (is that
usually June and July?) the information can be sent to the Assoc. Sec.
Chris may have some thoughts on the practicality of this time frame.
Best wishes,
Georgia

*From:*Michel Lapidus <mllapidus@gmail.com <mailto:mllapidus@gmail.com>>
*Sent:*Sunday, March 13, 2016 11:14 AM
*To:*Steven H. Weintraub
*Cc:*T. Christine Stevens; secret
*Subject:*Re: Activity groups and MRCs
Yes, indeed. However, last year, due to the changes in the AMS
staff, I did not get the specific information until quite late inthe
process (September or so). Usually, I get it in June. I had planned on
it, however, and it did not really cause any problems. We should have
a morespecific mechanism for obtaining the information from theAMSstaff.
Best,
Michel
Michel L. Lapidus
Professor of Mathematics
University of California
Department of Mathematics
231 Surge Building
Riverside, CA 925210135
USA
email:lapidus@math.ucr.edu <mailto:lapidus@math.ucr.edu>
lapidus@ucr.edu <mailto:lapidus@ucr.edu>
Fax: (951) 8277314 (dept.)
Tel: (951) 8273113 (dept.)
http://math.ucr.edu/~lapidus
On Sun, Mar 13, 2016 at 5:01 PM, Steven H. Weintraub<shw2@lehigh.edu
<mailto:shw2@lehigh.edu>>wrote:
<mailto:shw2@lehigh.edu>>
<tel:%28610%297583717>
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax:(610)7583767
<tel:%28610%297583767>
|
| Lehigh University
|
mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu
<mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu>|
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA
|http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American
Mathematical Society |
++


++
| Prof. Steven H. Weintraub | Phone:(610)7583717
<tel:%28610%297583717>
|
| Dept. of Mathematics
| Fax:(610)7583767
<tel:%28610%297583767>
|
| Lehigh University
|
mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu <mailto:steve.weintraub@lehigh.edu>|
| Bethlehem, PA 180153174 USA |http://www.lehigh.edu/~shw2
|
++
| Assoc. Secretary, Eastern Section, American Mathematical
Society |
++
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From: T. Christine Stevens <tcs@ams.org>
Date: Mon, Mar 14, 2016 at 9:13 AM
To: "brian@math.uga.edu" <brian@math.uga.edu>, secret <secret@ams.org>
Cc: Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>, "savage@ncsu.edu" <savage@ncsu.edu>, "ams_secretary@ncsu.edu" <ams_secretary@ncsu.edu>, Robin Hagan Aguiar
<rha@ams.org>

Hello, Brian,

During the COMC mtg, I realized that I needed to bring you up to date on the MRC Special Sessions at JMM 2017, and I’m grateful to the folks who jumped in with useful informaĕon,
while I was taking an email holiday yesterday.

Each MRC always has a special session at the next JMM, and it’s wriĥen into the grant that supports the MRCs. In 2016, as you noted, there are 4 MRC conferences, so there will be four
MRC Special Sessions at JMM 2017. Although we know the names of the organizers of the 2016 MRC conferences, they will not be organizing the Special Sessions. Instead, they will
choose 3 or 4 of the parĕcipants to play this role, and they will make their choice at the MRC conferences in June.

It’s for this reason that the names of the special session organizers are not available unĕl late June or early July. Last year, Ellen Maycock sent the names of the special session organizers
to the Meeĕngs staﬀ on July 1, and I’m sorry to hear that that informaĕon wasn’t relayed to Michel unĕl much later. This year, I will make a point of copying you on that informaĕon.

In any case, the plan is to have the four MRC Special Sessions on Day 2 of JMM, each meeĕng both morning (8:00‐11:50 a.m.) and a├ernoon (1:00‐3:50 p.m.). Although the special
session organizers are usually given an opportunity to tweak the ĕtles in late June, we can expect them to be named:
1)

AMS Special Session on Lie group representaĕons, discreĕzaĕon, and Gelfand pairs (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

2)

AMS Special Session on Character Varieĕes: Experiments and New Fronĕers (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

3)

AMS Special Session on Algebraic Staĕsĕcs (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

4)

AMS Special Session on Mathemaĕcs in Physiology and Medicine (a Mathemaĕcs Research Communiĕes Session)

Meanwhile, the “MRC banquet” is actually an MRC recepĕon. It’s a private event (by invitaĕon only). It does not appear in the printed or online JMM program, but obviously we sĕll
need a room for it. It’s scheduled at 5:30‐6:30 p.m. on Day 2 of JMM.

As for the Special Session associated with the Short Course, this is the ﬁrst ĕme I’ve heard of this possibility. There was no such Special Session in Seaĥle, and the opĕon of organizing a
Special Session isn’t even menĕoned in the manual for Short Course organizers. If you wish, I will give you the names of the organizers of the 2017 Short Course (which fell into place a
couple of weeks ago), and you can ask them about their intenĕons.

Finally, I have a request to make: It’s possible that you will receive a proposal for a Special Session on a topic that overlaps with the topic for one of the MRC Special
Sessions. For example, in Seaĥle there was an MRC Special Session on Financial Mathemaĕcs and a regular Special Session on Problems and Challenges in Financial
Engineering and Risk Management. It’s perfectly ﬁne for that to happen. It’s helpful, however, if the organizers of the two special sessions know about the overlap.
That way, they can coach to their speakers to make sure that they submit their abstracts for the correct special session. For JMM 2016, we had to spend some ĕme
tracking down and moving abstracts that had been submiĥed for the wrong session.

Thanks,

Chris

From: Brian D Boe [mailto:brian@math.uga.edu]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 4:09 PM
To: secret <secret@ams.org>
Cc: T. Chrisĕne Stevens <tcs@ams.org>; Melissa Colton <mac@ams.org>; savage@ncsu.edu; ams_secretary@ncsu.edu

From: T. Christine Stevens <tcs@ams.org>
Date: Mon, Mar 14, 2016 at 9:43 AM
To: "shw2@lehigh.edu" <shw2@lehigh.edu>
Cc: secret <secret@ams.org>, Robin Hagan Aguiar <rha@ams.org>, Diane Boumenot <dmm@ams.org>
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Hi, Steve,
Thanks for your thoughts about the AMS Activity Groups.
Within the math community, there seem to be at least two successful models for "special interest groups." One is the SIAM model, in which the activity groups have their own
standalone meetings, distinct from the general SIAM national meeting. The other is the MAA model, in which the activity groups hold sessions as part of the national MAA
mtgs (altho recently there has been one MAA activity group that has a standalone meeting).
You seem to be suggesting that AMS could try the latter model. That's certainly a possibility, and I'm happy to brainstorm about it. But it would need a lot of input from the
Secretariat, to make sure that what we planned was doable and appealing.
Thanks,
Chris
Original Message
From: Steven H. Weintraub [mailto:shw2@lehigh.edu]
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 5:37 AM
To: T. Christine Stevens <tcs@ams.org>
Cc: secret <secret@ams.org>
Subject: Activity groups and MRCs
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