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T H E THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 
OF T H E SOCIETY 

The thirty-second Annual Meeting of the American Mathe­
matical Society was held in New York City, from Thursday 
to Saturday, December 31,1925—January 2,1926. The regular 
sessions were held at Hunter College, January 1-2, preceded, 
on December 31, by the annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees held at the Faculty Club of Columbia University. 
This was the first meeting of the Society in its history held in 
New York City at any other institution than Columbia 
University. I t was made especially interesting by the exhibi­
tion at the College of an important part of the collection of 
objects bearing on the history of mathematics belonging to 
Professor D. E. Smith, of Columbia University, and by the 
invitation from Dr. G. A. Plimpton for attending members to 
view at his house his remarkable collection of old mathematical 
books and manuscripts. At the dinner on Friday evening, 
attended by about one hundred fifty members and their 
friends, Professor D. E. Smith presided; an attractive in­
novation was that of replacing most of the speeches by 
musical selections rendered by friends of the College, and by 
a one-act play called A drama of relativity acted by the mem­
bers of the Hunter College branch of the Pi Mu Epsilon 
fraternity. At the close of the Saturday morning session it 
was voted to express the thanks of the Society to Hunter 
College and its department of mathematics, especially 
Professor Tomlinson Fort, for their cordial reception, to 
Dr. Plimpton for his hospitality, to Professor Smith for the 
loan of his collection, and to the musicians and students for 
making the dinner such an enjoyable occasion. 

The attendance included the following one hundred twenty-
nine members of the Society : 

C. R. Adams, Alexander, W. L. Ayres, J. P. Ballantine, Belcher, Bell, 
S. R. Benedict, A. A. Bennett, Birkhoff, Bryan, Carruth, Carver, Abraham 
Cohen, L. W. Cohen, Dorweiler, Edmondson, Eisenhart, G. C. Evans, 
Everett, Feinler, Fiske, Fite, Fort, M. C. Foster, Philip Franklin, Frink, 
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Gale, Gill, Glenn, P. H. Graham, M. C. Graustein, W. C. Graustein, Gra-
vatt, Gray, Gronwall, C. C. Grove, Guggenbühl, Hammond, Hausle, 
Hawkes, Hedlund, Robert Henderson, Hille, Himwich, Hurwitz, Joffe, 
M. I. Johnson, Jonah, Karpinski, Kasner, Kazarinoff, O. D. Kellogg, 
B. F. Kimball, Koopman, Kormes, Kunte, Langer, Langman, Larew, 
Lefschetz, Littauer, Locke, McGiffert, MacColl, Maclnnes, Maria, 
Mirick, H. H. Mitchell, Molina, L. T. Moore, Morenus, Richard Morris, 
D. S. Morse, Mullins, Oglesby, Pedersen, F. W. Perkins, Plimpton, Pogo, 
R. G. Putnam, Rainich, Ransom, Raynor, Reddick, R. G. D. Richardson, 
D. E. Richmond, Ritt, Rosenbaum, Schelkunoff, Seely, Seidlin, Siceloff, 
Silverman, Simons, C. E. Smith, D. E. Smith, W. M. Smith, Sosnow, 
Stark, Stocker, M. H. Stone, Swift, Tamarkin, T. Y. Thomas, Tracey, 
Tyler, Upton, Vandiver, Veblen, Waddell, Evelyn Walker, G. W. Walker, 
C. M. Walsh, Wedderburn, Weida, M. E. Wells, Wetzel, Anna Pell Wheeler, 
H. S. White, Whited, E. E. Whitford, Widder, Wiener, Wiggin, K. P. Wil­
liams, W. L. G. Williams, A. H. Wilson, R. G. Wood, M. M. Young. 

The Secretary announced the election of the following 
persons to membership in the Society: 

Mr. William Lord Bliss, United States Light and Heat Corporation, 
Niagara Falls; 

Mr. Samuel Northrup Castle, advisory engineer, New York City; 
Professor Robert Wood Clack, Alma College; 
Professor William Erskine Cleland, Geneva College; 
Mr. Leon Warren Cohen, Columbia University; 
Professor Wilbur Haverfield Cramblet, Bethany College; 
Mr. Ben Dushnik, University of Michigan; 
Mr. Erwin Ulric Frey, designing engineer, New York City; 
Dr. Leonard Franklin Fuller, vice-president, R. E. Thompson Manu­

facturing Company, Jersey City; 
Mr. George Gibbs, consulting engineer, New York City; 
Mr. Joseph D. Grant, University of Michigan; 
Mr. Rollin Burke Hargrove, Southside High School, Elmira; 
Mr. Gustav Arnold Hedlund, Hunter College; 
Professor Edmund John Hirschler, Bluffton College; 
Professor John Albert Hyden, Vanderbilt University; 
Professor Florencio D. Jaime, Instituto Nacional Profesorado, Buenos 

Aires; 
Professor Vladimir Karapetoff, Cornell University; 
Mr. Spofford H. Kimball, University of Pittsburgh; 
Mr. Mark Kormes, New York City; 
Dr. Cooper Harold Langford, Harvard University; 
Professor Charles Arthur Lindemann, Bucknell University; 
Mr. Sebastian Barkann Littauer, Boys' High School, Brooklyn; 
Professor Cristobal de Losada y Puga, University of Lima; 
President Frank Robert McBerty, North Electric Manufacturing Com­

pany, Galion, Ohio; 
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Professor William Roberts McDaniel, Western Maryland College; 
Professor C. Edward Magnusson, University of Washington; 
Professor Thomas Adams Martin, Berea College; 
Professor John Frederick Messick, Emory University; 
Professor José Dionisio Morales, University of Porto Rico; 
Professor Frank O'Callaghan, College of New Rochelle; 
Mr. Boyd Crumrine Patterson, Johns Hopkins University; 
Mr. A. Henry Pikler, Teudloff-Dittrich Manufacturing Company, Buda­

pest; 
Mr. Alexander Pogo, New York City; 
Mr. William Henry Powell, Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Company, 

Milwaukee; 
Miss Mary Josephine Quigley, Teachers College of the City of Boston; 
Mr. Donald Everett Richmond, Brown University; 
Mr. Vladimir Borisovich Rojansky, University of Oregon; 
Mr. Frederick 0. Runyon, consulting engineer, Newark; 
Professor Charles Andrew Rupp, University of Texas; 
Mr. Giulio G. Schroeder, English Electric Company, London; 
Professor Alexander Smouroff, Electrotechnical Institute, Leningrad; 
Mr. Howard Parker Stabler, Harvard University; 
Miss Marion Elizabeth Stark, Wellesley College; 
Miss Ethel Clayton Stokes, Coker College; 
Professor Charles Jacob Stowell, McKendree College; 
President Frederick K. Vreeland, Vreeland Corporation, New York City; 
Mr. C. A. M. Weber, Westinghouse Company, Springfield; 
Mr. Edward Jones Willis, consulting engineer, Richmond; 
Miss Frances May Wright, University of Oklahoma. 

The Secretary announced that three of the nominees on the 

Allyn and Bacon sustaining membership had been transferred 

to ordinary membership and that the three following persons 

had on recommendation of the Secretary been elected in their 

place : 

Miss Mildred E. Carlen, Connecticut College for Women; 
Mr. C. M. Huber, University of Illinois; 
Mr. Thomas W. Moore, Yale University. 

The ordinary membership in the Society is now 1542, in­

cluding 181 nominees of sustaining members and 81 life 

members. There are also 37 sustaining members, the total 

amount of whose annual dues is $5300. The total attendance 

of members at all meetings, including sectional meetings, 

during the past year was 702 ; the number of papers read was 

315. The number of members attending at least one meeting 

was 464. At the annual election 254 votes were cast. 
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The reports of the Treasurer and the auditors (Mr. S. A. 
Joffe and Professor Tomlinson Fort) were received, showing a 
balance of $14,070.72, exclusive of special funds. Of this, 
$5568.43 is reserved to secure the life memberships, and 
$3017.94 for publications (including colloquium lectures) 
not yet completed; the appropriation of $3100 made by the 
National Academy of Sciences for transferring the printing of 
our journals to this country is also included. Sales of the 
Society's publications during the year amounted to $4403.03. 

The trustees adopted a budget for 1926 showing estimated 
receipts and expenditures of $23,987.94 and $23,962.94 re­
spectively; these receipts include the reserve for publications 
not yet completed and the National Academy appropriation, 
carried forward from 1925. 

The Librarian reported that the Library of the Society now 
contains 6931 volumes. A catalogue has been prepared, and 
has been distributed. 

At the annual election, which closed on Friday afternoon, 
the following officers and other members of the Council were 
chosen : 

Vice-Presidents, Professors E. T. Bell and C. N. Moore. 
Secretary, Professor R. G. D. Richardson. 
Treasurer, Professor W. B. Fite. 
Member of the Editorial Committee of the Bulletin, Professor 

W. R. Longley. 
Member of the Editorial Committee of the Transactions, Pro­

fessor Dunham Jackson. 
Members of the Council, Professor Tomlinson Fort, Olive C. 

Hazlett, J. F. Ritt, E. B. Stouffer, and Norbert Wiener. 
The telleis appointed by President Birkhoff to count the 

ballots were Professors C. R. Adams and Lao G. Simons. 
It was announced that President Birkhoff had appointed as 

representatives of the Society: at the inauguration of Charles 
Christopher Mierow as president of Colorado College on 
December 5, 1925, Professor C. H. Sisam; at the inauguration 
of Parke Rexford Kolbe as president of The Polytechnic 
Institute of Brooklyn on January 13, 1926, Professor Tomlin-
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son Fort; and that he had appointed Professors R. D. Bohan-
nan (chairman), Arnold Dresden, C. N. Moore, S. E. Rasor 
and F. B. Wiley a committee on arrangements for the Summer 
Meeting of 1926. 

At the meeting of the Council, Professor Virgil Snyder was 
named to succeed Professor E. V. Huntington as representa­
tive of the Society on the National Research Council for a 
period of three years beginning July 1, 1926. Professor E. S. 
Crawley and the Secretary were appointed to represent the 
Society on the Council of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 

To signalize the completion of the Endowment Campaign, 
a minute reviewing the events of the three years of effort was 
spread on the records of the Council and letters of felicitation 
and thanks were sent to Professors J. L. Coolidge and Oswald 
Veblen. To inform the members and other contributors con­
cerning the present status of the affairs of the Society, it 
was decided to print the report of the Secretary for the years 
1921-25. This report will appear in an early number of this 
BULLETIN. 

In order to mark the approaching retirement from academic 
life of Professor D. E. Smith, for nineteen years Librarian of 
the Society, a resolution of felicitation was adopted by the 
Council and read at the dinner. 

A committee, consisting of Professors O. D. Kellogg (chair­
man), H. E. Hawkes, and H. H. Mitchell, was appointed to 
nominate the next incumbent of the Josiah Willard Gibbs 
Lectureship. This lecture will be given in connection with the 
Annual Meeting of 1926 in Philadelphia. 

Professors E. T. Bell and A. J. Pell Wheeler were invited 
to give the lectures at the Madison Colloquium in 1927. It was 
announced that in the future all phases of the Colloquia and 
all book publications of the Society are to be entrusted to a 
committee of three, analogous to the Editorial Committee of 
the TRANSACTIONS. This committee is to establish policies and 
procedure and to recommend to the Council action on all 
major matters. To inaugurate the reorganized procedure, the 
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Council appointed as a committee Professors G. D. Birkhoff, 
G. A. Bliss and Oswald Veblen (chairman). 

At the request of the Committee on Programme, Professor 
D. E. Smith delivered at the beginning of the Friday afternoon 
session an address on Material for the study of the history of 
mathematics y and Professor O. D. Kellogg at the beginning of 
the Saturday morning session an address on The Dirichlet 
problem. 

President Birkhoff presided at the Friday morning session, 
and, relieved by Vice-President Evans, at the Saturday morn­
ing session. Retiring Vice-President Wedderburn presided on 
Friday afternoon, and Ex-President Veblen, relieved by 
Professor Kellogg, on Saturday afternoon. 

Titles and abstracts of the papers, other than invitation 
addresses, read at this meeting follow below. The last five 
papers by Bell, and those by Fields, Koopman (second paper), 
Langford, Michal, Poor, Tamarkin and C. E. Wilder, J. M. 
Thomas, T. Y. Thomas, and R. L. Wilder were read by title. 

1. Professor J. D. Tamarkin: Integro-differential equations 
and infinite determinants. 

In this paper, the notion of the Green's function of a linear integro-
differential equation is introduced, and its expression in the form of an 
infinite determinant is given. This expression is used for the discussion 
of the existence of characteristic values and of the expansion problem of 
an arbitrary function in series of fundamental functions. 

2. Professors J. D. Tamarkin and C. E. Wilder: Generaliza­
tion of the notion of the adjoint problem in the theory of ordinary 
linear differential equations. 

When the boundary conditions are of the end-point type, the adjoint 
problem has been discussed by Birkhoff and others. If the more general 
conditions involving the Stieltjes integral are used, the adjoint problem in 
the ordinary sense does not exist. It is the purpose of this paper to extend 
the notion to these general conditions. 

3. Professor R. E. Langer and Mrs. Eleanor P. Brown: On 
the theory of integral equations with discontinuous kernels. 

The subject of this paper is the integral equation 
u(x)=\ JiK{x,Qu{&dS, 

in which the kernel is continuous except for a finite non-vanishing dis-


