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solution of ordinary differential equations, simultaneous linear equa-
tions, and elliptic partial differential equations via partial difference
equations. These topics are covered adequately if not liberally as far
as an introductory course would be concerned. Two final chapters on
parabolic and hyperbolic equations and integral equations are per-
functory.

The text is liberally strewn with worked examples, and includes
many problems, some theoretical, and some requiring numerical work
with desk machines. Round-off, truncation, and instability, the three
devils of numerical analysis, are introduced in such a way as to drive
the student from the paradise of infinitely precise computation, with-
out plunging him into the hell of infinitely precise error analysis.
There is no direct treatment of electronic computers as such, but
here and there are interpolated remarks to the effect that such and
such technique is or is not well suited to automatic computers. There
are a good many references to the recent literature on numerical
analysis, and this way, the student should get the feeling that numer-
ical analysis did not come to an end with Horner. On the other hand,
these references are spotty; many references that one would like to
see are not present, and this reviewer is left with the impression that
the author was not clear how much to update his original notes of
1947-1949 in the face of the recent flux in the field.

PaiLip J. Davis

Primzahlverteilung. By Karl Prachar. Berlin, Géttingen, Heidelberg,
Springer-Verlag, 1957. 104415 pp. DM 55. Bound DM 358.

This treatise is a distinguished sequel to Landau’s monumental
Handbuch. It contains a skillfully presented, up-to-date and extensive
account of that recondite branch of number theory—the analytic
theory of the distribution of primes. Within its ten chapters are in-
corporated many remarkable new results never previously treated in
any book. Above all, here may be found: Selberg’s improvement of
the Viggo Brun sieve technique; various interesting results of Erdéss
on the difference of consecutive primes; the theorem that almost every
even integer is representable as the sum of two odd primes; Tatu-
zawa's proof of Rodosskii’s theorem on the distribution of primes in
“short” arithmetic progressions; the best known error term in the
prime number formula; the theorems of Hoheisel, Ingham and
Tatuzawa on the difference of consecutive primes; Rodosskii’s proof
of the celebrated theorem of Linnik on the smallest prime in an
arithmetic progression.

Because of the enormity of his program the author reluctantly
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abandons the ideal of absolute completeness. For example, he does
not consider the so-called “large sieve” of Linnik and Rényi’s refine-
ment of it. He is thus compelled to omit Rényi’s theorem that every
large even integer can be written as the sum of a prime and an
“almost” prime. Again, he does not develop the intricate apparatus
required to adopt the Brun sieve to obtain estimates from below.

Despite its omissions the book marshals an imposing array of ideas
and theories. Prominently featured are the researches of Vinogradoff
and his school, which have transformed much of analytic number
theory since the year 1934. The uncanny ingenuity, depth and power
of the new methods continue to astonish us almost a quarter of a
century after their inception!

It is now fifty years since the analytic theory of numbers was first
presented as a systematic science by Edmund Landau in the two
volumes of his Handbuch der Lehre von der Verteilung der Primzahlen.
Its coverage of every phase of the subject as it was known at that
time was all embracing. The results of later researches were amal-
gamated by Landau in his 1927 Vorlesungen tiber Zahlentheorie. In a
joint tribute to Landau [J. London Math. Soc. vol. 13 (1938) pp.
302-310] Hardy and Heilbronn commented that these pioneering
books “transformed the subject, hitherto the hunting ground of a few
adventurous heroes, into one of the most fruitful fields of research of
the last thirty years.” The next twenty years have seen a continued
upsurge of interest in analytic number theory, and several important
books on the subject have appeared. We may mention, for example,
the Cambridge Tracts of Ingham and Estermann, the monograph of
Trost, Titchmarsh’s book on the Riemann zeta function, Vino-
gradoff’s book on trigonometric sums, the book of Hua on additive
prime number theory, and the book of Tschudakoff on Dirichlet’s
L functions. But all of these later works, outstanding as they are,
are restricted in scope. The literature of our subject has indeed been
enriched with the appearance of the book under review, and it is
especially welcome.

Wisely the author does not caricature either variation of the char-
acteristic and inimitable Landau style. He eschews the majestic
sweep of the Handbuch and the austere exactitude of the Vorlesungen.
Nevertheless his presentation is masterful and scholarly in its own
right. He starts from the beginning, establishes his prospectus, and
synthesizes his material. The result is a fine book which, in spite of
the great difficulty and complexity of the subject matter, is self-
contained, balanced, thorough, meticulous and pleasantly written.

The contents of the book, with its wealth of theorems, can only be
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summarily indicated in this review. The book opens with a succinct
historical exordium. Chapter One is concerned with preliminaries. The
Tschebyscheff inequalities for 7(x), the number of primes not exceed-
ing a real number x, are derived; estimates are obtained for various
sums and products involving primes; and applications to the totient
function and divisor function are given.

The author gives an illuminating account of Selberg’s sieve method
in Chapter Two. By removing certain restrictions inherent in the
older Viggo Brun technique Selberg has developed the sieve into an
extremely versatile and flexible instrument. In spite of its natural
limitations the capabilities of the method have not been fully ex-
plored. In this book only upper bounds are derived. Among the many
applications given by the author is Brun’s striking theorem: if $’ runs
over the twin primes, then the series Y, 1/ is at most convergent.
But the age old conjecture that there are an infinitude of twin primes
remains a major challenge to the ingenuity of mathematicians! Gold-
bach’s problem may also be attacked by Selberg’s sieve. For instance,
Selberg has proved that every large even integer can be written as
the sum of two positive integers, one of which contains at most two
and the other at most three prime factors. It is regrettable that the
author only alludes to Rényi’s method for establishing lower bounds.
Using his method Rényi in 1948 proved that there are infinitely
many primes differing from “almost” primes by two. By an “almost”
prime is meant a number containing no more than a fixed (but un-
specified) number of prime factors.

The prime number theorem states that w(x)~x/log x and was first
proved by Hadamard and de la Vallée Poussin in 1896. De la Vallée
Poussin proved furthermore the refinement
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for sufficiently large %, with | R(x)| <cwe—c2loz @ ¢ and ¢, being
absolute positive constants. The proofs of both Hadamard and de la
Vallée Poussin depend upon Hadamard’s theory of entire functions,
and in particular on the fact that {(s), apart from a simple pole at
s=1, is regular all over the complex plane. In Chapter Three a simpli-
fied proof due to Landau is presented. The Hadamard theory, the
Weierstrass product and the functional equation are not needed.
Indeed the essential ingredient of the proof is the knowledge of a
certain zero-free region of {(s) slightly to the left of the line R(s) =1.
The author proceeds to the development of a body of theorems re-
lated to and logically interdependent with the prime number theorem.
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Notable among these is the famous identity (Euler, von Mangoldt)
of Landau’s doctoral dissertation ;" u(n)/n=0. Recent discoveries
have emphasized that the classification of a theorem of prime number
theory according to depth is relative to the existing state of knowl-
edge. Chapter Three concludes with the now almost classical ele-
mentary proof of the prime number theorem based upon Selberg’s
fundamental asymptotic formula. In this connection the author
adroitly gives star billing to both Erdés and Selberg. To establish
Selberg’s formula the author follows the simplified proof of Iseki and
Tatuzawa; he apparently has overlooked the fact that essentially the
same proof was first published by Shapiro [Ann. of Math. (2) vol. 50
(1949) pp. 305-313]. The passage to the prime number theorem is
then achieved via the method of R. Breusch.

It was to prove his ground-breaking theorem on primes in an
arithmetic progression that Dirichlet in 1837 created his brilliant
theory of characters. Let k=1 and 0=I<k, (I, ) =1. Then there exist
infinitely many primes p such that p=/ (mod k). The author, in
Chapter Four, gives Dirichlet’s proof as simplified by Mertens and
Landau. He also sketches the elementary proof of Shapiro (1950).
Let now w(x, &, I) denote the number of primes p satisfying p <x and
p=I (mod k). Employing the theory of the Dirichlet L(s, x) functions
de la Vallée Poussin proved the prime number theorem for arithmetic
progressions. Speaking crudely we may say that he proved that in
each of the ¢(k) relatively prime residue classes modulo % there are
%equally many” primes. More precisely he proved that

(x, By 1) ! xdt+R(kl)

LACPR o(B)J 2 log 1 Xy Ry b))
with |R(x, &, )| <cuxe—e2toe 9% where ¢;=c1(k), c2=ca(k) are posi-
tive constants. For the proof of this theorem it is necessary to de-
termine the behavior of L(s, x) in the strip 0 =< R(s) =1; the zeros of
L(s, x) play a role analogous to those of {(s) in the study of w(x).
Note that the estimate of the error term R(x, &, I) depends on % as
well as x. In a series of researches initiated by Landau, Titchmarsh
and Page the effect of the delicate interplay between k and x on the
estimation of R(x, &, ) has been investigated. There is, for example,
an important theorem of Page which asserts that the above estimate
of R(x, k, 1) is uniform in & for k<ecoe 2" and x large unless &
belongs to a certain set of exceptional values. Page’s theorem has
turned out to be an indispensable tool for handling many difficult
problems of additive number theory [e.g. G. L. Watson’s proof that
every sufficiently large integer is the sum of seven positive cubes].






