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A WORD FROM...
Catherine A. Roberts, AMS Executive Director

As Executive Director of the AMS, I am responsible for the general administration of the 
affairs of our Society in accordance with the policies set by the Board of Trustees and the 
Council. I applaud the transparency of our organization—throughout the year the Notices 
of the AMS publishes detailed reports about our budget and endowment, our membership 
and development efforts, and data on our profession. 

At present, my attention focuses primarily on overseeing the implementation of the 
2016–2020 Strategic Plan, and the following are a few recent advances:

 • The AMS is increasing its support of early career mathematicians. Our successful Math-
ematics Research Communities are just one example. The new Next Generation Fund 
will maintain our graduate student travel grants and support many other important 
programs for those launching their careers. We are also learning more about how to 
educate graduate students about careers outside of academia and how to support those 
who choose this path. The new Early Career section in the Notices goes hand-in-hand 
with our increasing focus on early career mathematicians.

 • With increased attention to diversity, inclusion, and education, the AMS can be a leader in serving all parts of 
the mathematics community. The inaugural Director of Education and Diversity, Helen G. Grundman, spent 
almost three years laying the groundwork for new relationships with stakeholders engaged in diversity and in-
clusion work. With her retirement, we are seeking new leadership to continue our efforts in both diversity and 
education. One focus in diversity and inclusion will be to work across all divisions of the AMS to effect change, 
in both our own hiring and in our efforts to diversify our meetings and conferences, prize and award nominee 
pools, committee membership, and governance. We will increase AMS attention to education matters, particularly 
at the graduate level, and ensure that we are a voice in conversations happening in DC and across the country. 

 • A strategic initiative to publish more mathematics content led to our acquisition of the MAA book program 
and to renewed efforts to publish a wider selection of high-quality math books, including those in applied 
areas and recreational math. If you are considering writing a book, I hope the AMS tops your list of potential 
publishers. Our books are beautiful and reasonably priced; revenue from their sales support the many programs 
and initiatives our Society offers that benefit our profession.

 • We will be updating the MathSciNet® user interface after completing ambitious infrastructure upgrades designed 
to help integrate MathSciNet into the daily habits of mathematicians. This essential resource requires over 80 
full-time staff and thousands of volunteer expert reviewers to remain current. MathSciNet curates the enormous 
body of mathematical literature and maintains accurate author attributions—if you are new to math research, 
please connect to MathSciNet through your library.

 • Hiring a Director of Membership and creating a separate Membership Department has not only helped us 
implement strategies for recruiting and retaining AMS members (both individual and institutional), but it has 
also helped us more clearly identify the needs of AMS members and potential members. Through the support 
of our dedicated members, we are able to enrich the lives of countless mathematicians and students with our 
publications, meetings and conferences, MathSciNet, professional services, advocacy, and awareness programs. 
We thank our current members for their ongoing support of the global mathematical sciences community, and 
we encourage those who are not yet members to join and engage with us.
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 • The creation of new and consistent branding across the AMS ensures our publications, programs, and services are 
readily recognized as a resource in the mathematical sciences for our members and strategic partners, the media, 
and policy makers. Consistent branding also allows us to promote the AMS more effectively through all channels of 
communication and outreach. Keep an eye on our renewed website, https://www.ams.org, and please sign up to 
receive the member e-newsletter Headlines & Deadlines.

I am particularly proud of the AMS’ willingness to have conversations with other mathematics advocates to explore 
new cooperative arrangements. For example, since January 2018, the Association for Women in Mathematics (AWM) en-
gaged us to provide management services, which includes providing a space for their headquarters, a managing director, 
information technology support, and financial management. The AMS provides similar services (on a smaller scale) to 
the Friends of the International Mathematical Union and to the Mathematical Council of the Americas. The AMS is also 
active in several joint ventures, such as the Joint Policy Board for Mathematics and the Conference Board of the Mathe-
matical Sciences. Working together, we can accomplish so much! With the recent announcement that the AMS will be the 
sole host of the Joint Mathematics Meetings starting in 2022, we have an opportunity to re-imagine, together, how this 
important conference can continue to serve the entire community through the participation of a constellation of math-
ematics organizations. Please submit your suggestions for how to ensure the JMM remains relevant to you at https://
www.ams.org/jmm-reimagined.

As this column appears in March when we are celebrating women, I will take a moment to recognize and thank several 
women currently serving in some of the highest positions at the AMS: Jill C. Pipher (President), Abigail Thompson (Vice 
President), Bryna Kra (Chairperson of the Board of Trustees), Carla Savage (Secretary), Georgia Benkart (Associate Secre-
tary), Jane M. Hawkins (Treasurer), Erica Flapan (Editor of Notices), Susan J. Friedlander (Editor of Bulletin), Emily D. Riley 
(Associate Executive Director of Administration and Chief Financial Officer), Karen Saxe (Associate Executive Director 
of Government Relations), and T. Christine Stevens (Associate Executive Director of Meetings and Professional Services).

Catherine A. Roberts
Executive Director
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