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The European Mathematical Society 
The European Mathematical Society (EMS) is a learned society representing mathematicians 
throughout Europe. Its mission is to further the development of all aspects of mathematics 
in the countries of Europe, where Europe is understood in a very broad sense. (The EMS 
has individual members, member societies, and institutional members from all over Eu-
rope including all parts of the former Soviet Union as well as Israel.) The EMS promotes 
research in mathematics and its applications and it advises on problems of mathematical 
education. Created by and for the European mathematical community, the EMS is an 
effective intermediary between mathematicians and those in charge of politics and funds 
in the European Union.

At the end of March 2022 the EMS celebrated its 30th anniversary (with a one and a half 
year delay due to the pandemic) at the International Centre for Mathematical Sciences in 
Edinburgh. At this occasion a brochure about the EMS was produced which is describing 
the past, the present, and the future of the society.1

Let me summarize several points from this brochure: The idea of a European mathematical society developed 
as a result of the Cold War, which strongly restricted scientific cooperation between mathematicians on both sides 
of the Iron Curtain. When the Curtain fell, a window of opportunity opened in 1989 and the EMS was founded 
in 1990 at a meeting in Madralin (Poland). There was a major discussion about whether the EMS should be a so-
ciety of individual members or an umbrella organization of European mathematical societies. This dilemma was 
resolved by a typical European compromise; the EMS is both, and it was established as a non-profit association 
under Finnish law.

As one of its first agenda items the EMS Exeutive Committee created the high-level Journal of the EMS (JEMS), 
first published by Springer-Verlag, then by EMS Publishing House (EMSPH) in Zürich, and finally today by the 
new EMS publishing house EMS Press as a subscribe-to-open journal. Also a European Congress of Mathematics 
(ECM), organized every four years was established in 1992. The EMS joined the Heidelberger Akademie der Wis-
senschaften, the Fachinformationszentrum based in Karlsruhe, and Springer-Verlag as a partner of Zentralblatt 
Mathematik. Thanks to a grant from the German government, Zentralblatt has turned 2021 into the open database 
zbMATH open and EMS Press has replaced Springer-Verlag.

The EMS is supporting many other activities mainly organized via standing committees. The organization and 
sponsoring of summer schools and conferences, a “Code of Practice,” support for developing countries and math-
ematicians from less-favored regions in Europe, the development of mathematical eduction in Europe, support for 
the many European mathematical research institutes organized in ERCOM, and the popularization of mathematics 
in society as well as the drive for a better gender balance and diversity in all activities of the EMS.

Another major activity of the EMS is related to interdisciplinary cooperation with other sciences and especially 
with mathematics in industry. Together with the European Consortium Mathematics for Industry (ECMI) the  
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platform EU-MATHS-IN2 was founded and several important reports measuring the impact of mathematics in the econ-
omy of the different European countries were prepared.

Despite the many and partly radical developments in the years since the founding of the EMS, there are several major 
challenges ahead of us right now.

A first major aspect is the move to Open Science following the FAIR (findable, accessible, interoperable, reusable) 
principles. The EMS and EMS Press, several national mathematical societies and the European Open Science Cloud are 
moving forward in this direction very fast. Let me mention as an example the move of EMS Press to publish eighteen of 
its journals under the subscribe-to-open model.3 We see this also as a potential model for other society publishers.

A major challenge has emerged due to the pandemic, which has shown that mathematical modeling, simulation, and 
prediction of pandemics on a world scale needs to become a major effort of the mathematics and statistics community. 
In particular, we need to be involved in the generation and handling of data, the improvement of the models, and the 
analysis of uncertainties. In addition, our community has a duty to support decision makers in the best possible way.

Other issues that the EMS is addressing are the integration of the younger generation of mathematicians into the soci-
ety, decisions about future directions of research, and the development of the society. To do this, at our council meeting 
in June 2022, the EMS decided to form an EMS young academy and integrate a member of the group into the executive 
committee.

We are also very concerned about the future of large congresses (like the ECM or ICM) in times of pandemics, climate 
change, and military conflicts. We have had many virtual and hybrid meetings in the last two years, but the success of 
these is rather limited. What is the future of such events and how can we make use of the experience of two years of virtual 
meetings? Should we abandon large conferences altogether? Should we move important lectures purely to the virtual 
world? These points should be discussed in the world mathematical community and the EMS is happy to contribute to 
this discussion.

Finally I would like to mention the quality evaluation of publications and research projects and in faculty recruitment. 
We all have our biases and prejudices and with the increasing number of reviews we have to do we become more and more 
superficial in our evaluations. At the same time, the growing use of biblio-metric data is becoming a quality measure that 
we are very critical of, and predatory journals and conferences take advantage of the use of this data by offering ways to 
increase one’s measures. The EMS has taken action in this direction by signing the Declaration of Research Assessment 
(DORA)4 very early on, and the IMU has now signed as well. But this is not enough, we as a community have to design 
our own standards.

2https://eu-maths-in.eu/ 
3https://ems.press/subscribe-to-open
4https://sfdora.org/
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