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NOTES

96. Bartholomäus Pitiscus (1561-1613).—It is the purpose of this
Note to summarize some information about Pitiscus and his mathematical

work, and to give references to the sources where further details may be

gleaned.1-18 We shall particularly try to give comprehensive indications of

his activity in connection with the publication of mathematical tables,

and their editions. Here certain facts not mentioned in any of the sources

below, and others rarely noted, shall be presented.

Very little is known concerning the life of Pitiscus who was born near

Grünberg in Silesia. He pursued theological studies in Heidelberg and for

more than a score of the last years of his life he was court chaplain and

court preacher for Elector Frederick IV of the Palatinate. During these

latter years he published various editions of a Trigonometry, and Mathe-

matical Tables, and edited and published, just before his death in 1613,
the fine sine tables of Rheticus (1514-1576).

The word Trigonometry is due to Pitiscus13 and was first printed in his

1. Trigonometría: sive De Solvtione Triangvlorvm Tractatus breuis of

perspicuus, 57 p. which was published as the final part (p. 157-213) of the
following work by Abraham Scultetus7 (1566-1625) Professor of theology
at the University of Heidelberg: Sphaericorvm Libri Tres Methodicê con-

scripti & utilibus scholiis expositi. Heidelberg, 1595, 213 p. This Pitiscus
Tractatus was developed into the [viii]] 371-page volume (2 uncounted white

p. between p. [214] and 215),
2. Trigonometrix siue De dimensione Triangulo/ Libri Qvinqve. Item

Problematvm variorv. nempe Geodaeticorum, Altimetricorum, Geographicorum,

Gnomonicorum, et Astronomicorum: Libri Decem Trigonometriae Svbivncti,

Ad Vsvm Eivs Demon-Strandvm. Augsburg, 1600. The Trigonometry ends


