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format the output according to any of various

preset style specifications.

There are two primary features of the TjrjX

system: it is a computer system for typeset-

ting technical text, especially text containing

a great deal of mathematics; and it is a sys-

tem for producing beautiful text, plain or

technical, which is comparable to the work

of the finest printers.

One of the strengths of T^X is its ability to

use macros aggregates of several commands

into one and Spivak has created a collec-

tion of macros that makes the preparation
of mathematical text for printing a true Joy.

Chapters cover: ordinary text and con-

trol sequences, changing fonts, running a

file through TgX, spacing and line breaking,

symbols and accents, formatting a paper,

formulas in text, displayed formulas, frac-

tions and binomial coefficients, ^ and other

large operators, braces and other variable

size symbols, aligning equations in a display,

and matrices. More special topics include

exact sequences and continued fractions.

Exercises sprinkled generously through each

chapter encourage the reader to sit down at a

terminal and learn through experimentation.

Appendixes list summaries of frequently used

and more esoteric symbols as well as answers

to the exercises.
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