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An algebraic subvariety X of dimension d that spans projective r-space must have degree at least (r-d)+1. Del Pezzo
classified all surfaces achieving the bound, and Bertini extended the result to all dimensions.

These varieties ”of minimal degree” may also be characterized as the 2-regular varieties in the sense of Castelnuovo
and Mumford. I will describe a classification and geometric description extending the results of del Pezzo and Bertini to
the reducible case.
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