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The following question posed by V. V. Bludov in the Kourovka notebook in 1995 is answered in this paper: If a torsion-
free group G has a finite system of generators ay, ..., a, such that every element of G has a unique presentation in the
form af ... ak»

Wy

where k; € Z, is it true that G is virtually polycyclic? The answer is negative. A counterexample is
constructed by means of a group presentation by generators and defining relations. (Received January 10, 2005)



