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(Joint work with A. Rapinchuk and Y. Segev) Last year, while investigating the Whitehead group, Prasad, Rowen, and

Segev showed that if D is a quaternion F -division algebra of characteristic > 2 and e ∈ D \F is an element whose square

is in F , then the multiplicative group D×/Ne is abelian by nilpotent by abelian, and in particular is a solvable group,

where Ne denotes the normal subgroup of D× generated by by e. A key step involved the factor group D×/N, where N

is the normal subgroup generated by 1 and SL1(D). However, we provide a counterexample in characteristic 0, i.e., for

which D×/Ne is not solvable. (Received February 06, 2005)
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