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Notes on the Kauffman bracket skein module of handlebodies.

As shown by D. Bullock, the Kauffman bracket skein module (KBSM, for short) of a compact oriented 3-manifold can be

thought of as a deformation of the SL(2, C)-character variety of the fundamental group of the 3-manifold. In this talk,

we will show a direct relationship between the KBSM and the Lie algebra su(2) in the case of handlebodies. We will also

discuss some possible applications of this relationship. (Received February 15, 2005)
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