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Extending the notion of allowable sequences for planar point sets, J.E. Goodman and R. Pollack recently introduced a
combinatorial encoding of families of pairwise disjoint convex sets in the plane.

We further extend this notion to the case of families of sets not necessarily in general position. We discuss several
realizability questions and enumerate different combinatorial properties captured by this encoding. We also discuss a
Helly type theorem for this encoding and provide a simple proof of a generalization of a result of Tverberg. Finally, we
discuss some algorithmic issues and mention several open problems in this area. (Received August 15, 2005)



