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Symplectic Field Theory is a framework for defining invariants by counting holomorphic curves in symplectic cobordisms.

In four dimensions, such curves have special properties, e.g. there are algebraic controls over embeddedness and inter-

sections. We outline some work in progress to define a distinctly low-dimensional version of rational SFT for contact

3-manifolds M , by counting holomorphic curves in R × M that have embedded projections to M . These have very nice

analytical and geometric properties: in particular, they yield geometric decompositions of the manifold via J-holomorphic

foliations. (Received August 14, 2006)
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