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Postdoctoral Opportunities in
Computational Biology
A nexus with exceptional scientific potential is emerging
between the powerful theoretical and practical tools of mol-
ecular biology and the revolutionary power of modern
computational techniques. At the moment, however, there
are too few scientists possessing the cross-disciplinary
skills in both molecular biology and computation that are
needed to further such advances.

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy are initiating a new postdoctoral awards
program designed to give computationally sophisticated
young scientists an intensive postdoctoral opportunity in
an appropriate molecular biology laboratory. The program
especially encourages applications from those holding
doctorates in mathematics, physics, and computer sci-
ence, who would like to develop the skills they need to apply
computational sophistication to the complex problems
faced with increasing frequency in molecular biology.

Applications will be reviewed by a panel of distinguished
scientists, including Leroy E. Hood, University of Wash-
ington; Eric S. Lander, Whitehead Institute/Massachusetts
Institute of Technology; Michael S. Waterman, University
of Southern California; and Fred E. Cohen, University of Cal-
ifornia, San Francisco.

Awards will support up to two years of research work
in an appropriate molecular biology department or labo-
ratory in the U.S. or Canada selected by the applicant. Up
to ten fellowships will be granted, each with a total bud-
get of $50,000 per year; the stipend will be $35,000, in-
clusive of benefits. Applicants should be citizens or legal
permanent residents of the United States and should have
earned a Ph.D. within the past 5 years (or should expect
to earn one by June 1996) in mathematics, physics, or
computer science.

The deadline for receipt of all application materials
from the applicant, a sponsoring scientist, and related ref-
erence letters is January 5, 1996. Announcements will be

made by March 1996. There are no formal application
forms needed for this program. For further information on
how to apply, contact Michael S. Teitelbaum, Sloan-U.S. De-
partment of Energy Joint Postdoctoral Fellowships in Com-
putational Molecular Biology, c/o Alfred P. Sloan Founda-
tion, 630 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2550, New York, NY
10111-0242 or Christine Trance at 212-649-1649, e-mail
trance@sloan.org.

— Sloan Foundation and DOE

News from The Fields Institute
From August 1996 to June 1997, The Fields Institute for
Research in Mathematical Sciences will be sponsoring an
emphasis year in Algebraic Model Theory. The organizing
committee for the program consists of B. Hart (McMaster
University), A. Lachlan (Simon Fraser University), A. Mac-
intyre (University of Oxford), M. Makkai (McGill University),
R. McKenzie (Vanderbilt University) and M. Valeriote (Mc-
Master University). All activities will take place at the new
permanent site of The Fields Institute in Toronto. The pro-
gram will combine workshops, graduate courses, and sev-
eral lecture series and seminars. The participation of grad-
uate students and postdoctoral fellows will be an integral
part of the year’s activities. Ongoing activities during both
terms include regular research and graduate seminars and
lecture series concerning the interaction between model the-
ory and other disciplines.

The fall term (September to December) includes grad-
uate courses in Geometric Model Theory, The Model The-
ory of Analytic Functions, and Tame Congruence Theory
and Its Applications. During the winter term (January to
June), there will be a workshop on Geometric Model The-
ory, held January 13–17 and organized by E. Hrushovski,
D. Lascar, and A. Pillay; and a workshop on The Model The-
ory of Analytic Functions, held March 17–21 and orga-
nized by A. Macintyre and D. Marker.
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To receive further program information, please send e-
mail to model@fields.utoronto.ca or contact Algebraic
Model Theory Program, The Fields Institute for Research
in Mathematical Sciences, 222 College Street, Toronto, On-
tario, Canada M5T 3J1.

Support is available for short- and long-term visitors,
postdoctoral fellowships, Jerrold E. Marsden Distinguished
Postdoctoral Fellowships, and graduate students. The dead-
line for applying for support is January 19, 1996. For fur-
ther information, contact The Fields Institute at the ad-
dresses given above.

The Fields Institute is a collaboration involving McMas-
ter University, the University of Toronto, the University of
Waterloo, and affiliate universities across Canada. It is
supported by the Ontario Ministry of Education and Train-
ing and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research
Council of Canada. All activities at The Fields Institute are
subject to the availability of funds.

— from Fields Institute Announcement

NRC Associateship Programs
The National Research Council (NRC) announces the 1996
Resident, Cooperative, and Postdoctoral Research Associ-
ateship Programs. Conducted on behalf of over 100 research
laboratories throughout the United States, these programs
provide opportunities for Ph.D. scientists and engineers of
unusual promise and ability to perform research on prob-
lems largely of their own choosing.

Approximately 420 new associateships will be awarded
on a competitive basis for 1996 in a number of areas in
science and engineering, including mathematics. Most of
the programs are open to both U.S. and non-U.S. nation-
als, and to both recent doctoral recipients and senior in-
vestigators. Awards are for one or two years and are re-
newable for a maximum of three years. Annual stipends
for recent Ph.D.s will range from $32,000 to $45,500, de-
pending on the sponsoring laboratory; stipends will be ap-
propriately higher for senior associates.

Applications submitted directly to the NRC are accepted
on a continuous basis throughout the year. Those post-
marked no later than January 15 will be reviewed in Feb-
ruary; those by April 15, in June; and those by August 15,
in October. Initial awards will be announced in March and
April (and in July and November for the two later compe-
titions), followed by awards to alternate candidates later.

Information on specific research opportunities and par-
ticipating federal laboratories, as well as application ma-
terials, may be obtained from National Research Council,
Associateship Programs (TJ 2094/D3), 2101 Constitution
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20418; fax 202-334-2759.

— from NRC Announcement
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