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Ferran Sunyer i Balaguer Prize
Awarded
The Institut d’Estudis Catalans has awarded the fourth
Ferran Sunyer i Balaguer Prize to V. Kumar Murty of the
University of Toronto and M. Ram Murty of McGill Uni-
versity for their monograph, Non-vanishing of L-functions.

According to the citation for the prize, the book brings
together a collection of results on the non-vanishing of L-
functions and a wide variety of mathematical problems aris-
ing in different contexts. The book covers such topics as
Artin L-functions, Deligne’s prime number theorem, mod-
ular L-functions, the Sato-Tate conjecture on the distrib-
ution of Fourier coefficients of modular forms, average val-
ues of L-functions, etc. The citation also notes that the
authors have made significant contributions to this area.

The prize consists of 1,800,000 pesetas (approximately
$14,500). The book will be published in Birkhäuser Verlag’s
“Progress in Mathematics” series.

The Ferran Sunyer i Balaguer Prize is awarded each year
to an expository monograph in an active area of mathe-
matical research in which the author(s) have made impor-
tant contributions. The prize honors the self-taught Cata-
lan mathematician Ferran Sunyer i Balaguer (1912–1967),
who, in spite of a serious physical disability, was very ac-
tive in research in classical analysis and gained an inter-
national reputation. For information on how to submit a
manuscript for consideration for the prize, see the For
Your Information section of this issue of the Notices.

CAREER Awards Made
The National Science Foundation has announced the names
of awardees in a new program designed to encourage sci-
entists and engineers to integrate their research and edu-
cation efforts earlier in their careers. The Faculty Early Ca-
reer Development (CAREER) program grants are awarded
to junior-level university faculty. Out of 1,735 proposals
submitted, 337 were awarded grants, including 4 in the
mathematical sciences. The 3–5 year grants range from
$70,000 to $300,000.

Tasso Kaper, Boston University, Dynamical systems
theory motivated by bubbles, accelerators and split-oper-
ator numerical schemes; Bonnie Ray, New Jersey Institute
of Technology, Nonparametric methods for time series
analysis with environmental and economic applications;
Peter Smereka, University of Michigan, Deriving effective
equations for bubbly fluids using kinetic theory and de-
veloping mathematics classes for engineers; and Karen
Smith, University of Michigan, Interactions of commutative
algebras with analysis, geometry and computer science.

—NSF Announcement

AMS Menger Awards at
Science and Engineering Fair
For the ninth time, the AMS has presented the Karl Menger
Memorial Awards at the International Science and Engi-
neering Fair (ISEF).—from announcement of Institut d’Estudis Catalans
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This year’s ISEF was held May 5–11, 1996,
in Tucson, Arizona, with 1,007 projects dis-
tributed over sixteen categories of science
and engineering. Prizes ranged over plaques,
certificates, T-shirts, books, magazine/jour-
nal subscriptions, organization member-
ships, and cash prizes totaling over
$200,000. In addition to ISEF recognition,
there were special awards made by repre-
sentatives from 66 groups, including pro-
fessional organizations, industry, and
branches of the military.

Each student entry qualified by winning
a state, regional, or (in the case of some for-
eign students) national competition to reach
the finals at ISEF. The AMS judging panel
considered 48 projects, including all pro-
jects entered in mathematics and one in
physics involving an innovative application
of mathematics. Each panel member in-
spected each project, and each student was
interviewed by at least one member of the
panel. Winners (one first place, two second
place, four third place) were given cash
prizes, and they and honorable mention students were
given copies of What’s Happening in the Mathematical Sci-
ences by Barry Cipra and a short biography of Karl Menger,
for whom the awards are named. The prize winners were
as follows.

First place ($1,000): Davesh Maulik, junior, Roslyn High
School, Roslyn Heights, New York, “Polynomial Automor-
phisms of Splitting Fields”. Maulik has distinguished him-
self by winning first place for an unprecedented third year.

Second place ($500 each): Nicholas Karl Eriksson, junior,
Sentinel High School, Missoula, Montana, “Elementary
Proofs of Apery Number Congruences”; and Logan Joseph
Kleinwaks, junior, Thomas Jefferson High School for Sci-
ence and Technology, Alexandria, Virginia, “Computational
Model of Quantum Dot Diatomic Molecule”.

Third place ($250 each): Eric Jon Landquist, senior,
Massachusetts Academy of Mathematics and Science,
Worcester, Massachusetts, “Expansions in a Special Fam-
ily of Irrational Base Systems”; Vanesa Miranda-Diaz, ju-
nior, Carmen Belen Veiga High School, Juana Diaz, Puerto
Rico, “Sequences of Continued Fractions and Its Relation
with Egyptian Fractions”; Jason Charles Stone, senior, West-
moore High School, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, “Utilizing
a Cancellation Algorithm to Improve the Bounds of R(5,5)”;
Lauren Kiyomi Williams, senior, Palos Verdes Peninsula
High School, Rolling Hills Estates, California, “Enumerat-
ing N-Step Up-Side Self-Avoiding Walks”.

Honorable Mention: Ryan Thomas Hebert, junior,
Catholic High School, New Iberia, Louisiana, “Coordinates,
Equations, and Area in Non-perpendicular Coordinate Sys-
tems”; Kendrick Norris Kay, sophomore, Lakeside High
School, Evans, Georgia, “Pick’s Theorem in Three Dimen-
sions and Beyond”; Scott Nicholas Sanders, junior, Ely High
School, Pompano Beach, Florida, “Finite, Orthogonal, Binary
Wavelet Set for Multiresolution Analysis and Data Com-
pression”; Claus Mazanti Sorensen, senior, Aarhus Uni-

versity, Aarhus, Denmark, “On the Factorization of n! A Hy-
pothesis of Selfridge and the Equation n! = x2 + y2”; and
Yvette Karen Wood, senior, Oxon Hill Science and Tech-
nology Center, Oxon Hill, Maryland, “Do Cardiac Arrythmias
Have Chaotic Tendencies?”

As the titles indicate, the projects were remarkable for
their breadth and for the quality of the work by the stu-
dents. It should also be noted how many of the awards went
to sophomores and juniors.

This year’s AMS panel consisted of seven mathemati-
cians: John D. Brillhart and David Gay, both of the University
of Arizona; Jerome Goldstein, Louisiana State University;
Fred Martens, Marius Nkashama, and Peter V. O’Neil (chair),
all of the University of Alabama at Birmingham; and Julian
Palmore, University of Illinois.

The Society’s participation in ISEF is supported in part
by income from the Karl Menger Fund, which was estab-
lished by the family of the late Karl Menger. For more in-
formation about this program, contact Timothy Goggins,
AMS Development Officer, by e-mail (tjg@ams.org) or by
telephone (401-455-4110).

—Peter V. O’Neil

NSF Minority Graduate
Fellowships Announced
The National Science Foundation has announced awards
in its Minority Graduate Fellowship Program. This pro-
gram provides support for minority students pursuing
doctoral study in all areas of science and engineering.

Two awards were made to students in the mathemati-
cal sciences: Alfonso Fernandez Agnew, an undergrad-
uate from California State University, Fullerton, plans to

AMS Menger awards
Back row, left to right:  J. Stone, L. Williams, R. Hebert, K. Kay, S. Sanders, 
C. Sorenson, Y. Wood, P. V. O’Neil (AMS panel).
Front row: D. Maulik, N. Eriksson, L. Kleinwaks, E. Landquist, V. Miranda-
Diaz.
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attend Oregon State University; and Monica Maria Romeo,
an undergraduate from Tulane University, plans to attend
Brown University. [Editor’s note: The institutions of grad-
uate study listed here are from the students’ original ap-
plication forms. In some cases, students may have switched
institutions by the time the fellowship tenure begins.]

—NSF Announcement

NSF Graduate Fellowships
Announced
The National Science Foundation has announced awards
in its Graduate Fellowship Program. This program pro-
vides support for students pursuing doctoral study in all
areas of science and engineering. Listed below are the
names of the 1996 awardees in the mathematical sciences,
followed by their undergraduate institutions (in paren-
theses), and the institution at which they plan to pursue
graduate work. [Editor’s note: The institutions of graduate
study listed here are from the students’ original applica-
tion forms. In some cases, students may have switched in-
stitutions by the time the fellowship tenure begins.]

Jared Emery Anderson (University of Victoria) Prince-
ton University; Elizabeth Carol Ayer (Duke University)
Cornell University; Manjul Bhargava (Harvard Univer-
sity) Princeton University; John Meyer Bossert, (Princeton
University) Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Ruth
Alexandra Britto-Pacumio (Massachusetts Institute of
Technology) Harvard University; Daniel Gregory Brown
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) Cornell Univer-
sity; Danny Cornelius Calegari (University of Melbourne,
Australia) University of California, Berkeley; Mary Patri-
cia Campbell (North Carolina State University) Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology; Dawn Marie Chamberlain
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology) Cornell Univer-
sity; Amy Kristine Darke (University of Washington) Uni-
versity of Washington; Yevgeniy Dodis (New York Uni-
versity) Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Marina A.
Epelman (Cornell University) Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; David Lawrence Fearnley (Brigham Young
University) University of Oxford, England; Wung-Kum Fong
(University of California, Berkeley) Massachusetts Institute
of Technology; Kiran Sridhara Kedlaya (Harvard Uni-
versity) Princeton University; Jason Michael Kline (Van-
derbilt University) Massachusetts Institute of Technology;
Paul Li (Harvard University) University of Illinois at Chicago;
John Reddington Lockwood (Duke University) Carnegie-
Mellon University; Adam Jefferson Mersereau (Princeton
University) Cornell University; Jessica Lynn Millar (Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago) Harvard University; Benjamin
James Morris (University of California, Berkeley) Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley; Lenhard Lee Ng (Harvard Uni-
versity) Princeton University; Nehal Manhar Patel (Mass-
achusetts Institute of Technology) University of California,
Berkeley; Sean T. Paul (University of Oklahoma) State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony Brook; Thomas Pietraho

(University of Illinois at Chicago) Massachusetts Institute
of Technology; Ryan Chauncey Siders (University of Min-
nesota) Princeton University; Jason Michael Starr (Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley) Harvard University; Eric
Alan Stone (University of Florida) Harvard University;
Jennifer Sun (Harvard University) Massachusetts Institute
of Technology; John Hunter Tart (Wake Forest Univer-
sity) University of Wisconsin, Madison; Dylan Paul
Thurston (Harvard University) University of California,
Berkeley; Jessica A. Wachter (Harvard University) Mass-
achusetts Institute of Technology; Thomas Crawford
Watson (Rice University) Princeton University; John Lloyd
Weatherwax (University of Missouri, Columbia) Brown
University; and Thomas Alexander Weston (Massachusetts
Institute of Technology) Harvard University.

—NSF Announcement

USA Olympiad Winners
Announced
Eight high school students who earned top scores in the
1996 USA Mathematical Olympiad (USAMO) have been
named as team members and alternates for the 1996 In-
ternational Mathematical Olympiad.

The first-place winner of the USAMO is Christopher
Chang of Palo Alto, California, who is in his third year as
a top-scorer in the competition. Another USAMO veteran
who placed among the top-scorers this year is Josh P.
Nichols-Barrer of Newton Center, Massachusetts. The
other winners are Carl J. Bosley of Topeka, Kansas,
Nathan G. Curtis of Alexandria, Virginia, Michael R.
Korn of Arden Hills, Minnesota, Carl A. Miller of Silver
Spring, Maryland, Alexander H. Saltman of Austin, Texas,
and Daniel A. Stronger of New York, New York.

The winners were honored in a ceremony held June 3
at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, DC.
After four weeks of intensive training at the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln, the US Olympiad Team will compete
with teams from seventy countries in Bombay, India, be-
tween July 7 and 17.

—from MAA News Release

1996 Alice T. Schafer Prize
Winner Named
Ioana Dumitriu, a first year student at New York Univer-
sity’s Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, is the win-
ner of the seventh annual Alice T. Schafer Mathematics
Prize. The Schafer Prize is awarded to an undergraduate
woman in recognition of excellence in mathematics and is
sponsored by the Association for Women in Mathematics
(AWM). Dumitriu will receive a cash prize of $1,000.
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The Schafer Prize was
established in 1990 by
the executive committee
of the AWM and is named
for former AWM presi-
dent and one of its
founding members, Alice
T. Schafer, who has con-
tributed a great deal to
women in mathematics
throughout her career.
The criteria for selection
includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the quality of the
nominees’ performance
in mathematics courses
and special programs, ex-
hibition of real interest

in mathematics, ability to do independent work, and if ap-
plicable, performance in mathematical competitions.

The 19-year-old Dumitriu came from Romania for her
undergraduate studies and immediately began taking grad-
uate-level courses. Her professors describe her as “truly ex-
ceptional”, “extremely impressive”, “absolutely brilliant”,
and a student “whose mathematical instincts, talent, and
knowledge are apparent almost from the beginning.” They
also remark on her exceptional problem solving abilities
and “great independence of thought and originality”. This
was confirmed when she won this year’s Elizabeth Lowell
Putnam Prize for her performance in the Putnam Compe-
tition. As one letter states, “There is no doubt that Ioana
will become a mathematician, the only question is whether
she will be a world class mathematician. I can’t think of any-
one whose chances are better.”

Karen Ball, a senior at Grinnell College and Wungkum
Fong, a senior at the University of California, Berkeley, were
declared runners-up and will each receive $150. AWM also
awarded an Honorable Mention citation to Tara S. Holm
from Dartmouth College. The prize presentation will be held
July 22, 1996, in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of
the Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, July
22–26, 1996, in Kansas City.

“There were many outstanding nominees this year, each
with her own style and her own strengths,” stated Ruth
Charney of Ohio State University, chair of the 1996 Schafer
Prize Committee. “It was very difficult to choose a winner.
We are pleased to be able to recognize these four excep-
tional young women.” Also serving on the committee were
Emma Previato of Boston University and Janet C. Talvac-
chia of Swarthmore College.

The Alice T. Schafer Mathematics Prize is funded by an
endowment with continuing contributions from AWM mem-
bers and others. For further information, contact AWM,
4114 Computer and Space Sciences Building, University of
Maryland, College Park, MD 20742-2461.

Deaths
Wyllis Bandler, professor at Florida State University, died
on December 22, 1995. Born on July 3, 1916, he was a mem-
ber of the Society for 11 years.

Esther A. Compton, retired senior professor at Cumber-
land College, Williamsburg, Kentucky, died on October 12,
1995. Born on March 28, 1908, she was a member of the
Society for 33 years.

Carl H. Denbow, professor emeritus of Ohio University,
died on August 6, 1994. Born on December 13, 1911, he
was a member of the Society for 58 years.

Lawrence G. Deysach, resident fellow at Northeastern
Illinois University, died on December 3, 1995. Born in July,
1936, he had been a member of the Society for 5 months.

Karl-Heinz Helwig, professor at Technical University of
Munich, Germany died on February 2, 1996. Born on June 24,
1936, he was a member of the Society for 31 years.

Albert Jaqua, of Los Angeles, California, died on
March 31, 1996. Born on December 31, 1922, he was a
member of the Society for 37 years.

William I. Layton, professor emeritus of Newberry Col-
lege, Newberry, South Carolina, died on April 19, 1996. Born
on September 26, 1913, he was a member of the Society
for 44 years.

Edmonts G. Linamegi, of Elkhart, Indiana, died on
June 6, 1995. Born on September 29, 1942, he was a
member of the Society for 21 years.

James E. Martin, of Banning, California, died on No-
vember 15, 1995. Born on April 13, 1918, he was a mem-
ber of the Society for 47 years.

Cesar Dacorso Netto, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, died
on April 25, 1996. Born on November 6, 1910, he was a
member of the Society for 47 years.

Kiyoshi Niino, professor at Kanazawa University,
Kanazawa, Japan, died on September 20, 1995. Born on Jan-
uary 9, 1941, he was a member of the Society for 28 years.

Jeffrey S. Reitmeyer, of Pennsylvania State University,
died on February 19, 1996. Born on September 25, 1974,
he was a member of the Society for 1 year.

Swarupchand M. Shah, professor emeritus of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, died on April 21, 1996. Born on De-
cember 30, 1905, he was a member of the Society for 61
years.

Richard G. Stoneham, professor emeritus of City Col-
lege (CUNY). Born in February 1920, he was a member of
the Society for 52 years.

Gyorgy Szabo, of the Institute of Mathematics and In-
formatics, Kossuth Lajos University, Debrecen, Hungary,
died on January 20, 1996. Born on April 6, 1952, he was a
member of the Society for 2 years.

Robert W. Thomason, of C.N.R.S., Paris, France, died in
October 1995. Born on November 5, 1952, he was a mem-
ber of the Society for 22 years.

John B. Wilker, professor at Scarborough College, Uni-
versity of Toronto, died on October 10, 1995. Born on
April 23, 1943, he was a member of the Society for 27 years.

Ioana Dumitriu

—from AWM News Release
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