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For Your Information

New NSF Assistant Director
Named
Robert A. Eisenstein has been appointed Assistant Director
for Mathematical and Physical Sciences at the National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF). He oversees the directorate that in-
cludes the Division of Mathematical Sciences.

A nuclear and particle physicist, Eisenstein has served
as director of the physics division at the NSF since 1992.
He played significant roles both in the management of
large-scale projects such as the Laser Interferometer Grav-
ity Wave Observatory (LIGO) and in the establishment of
physics division initiatives in biological physics and com-
plex phenomena. He also led his division in an effort to in-
volve undergraduate students in its supported research ac-
tivities.

Prior to joining the NSF, Eisenstein was a professor of
physics at the University of Illinois, where he also directed
the Nuclear Physics Laboratory. Before that he was a pro-
fessor of physics at Carnegie-Mellon University. He re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from Oberlin College and his
master’s and doctoral degrees from Yale University.

Eisenstein replaces William Harris, who left the NSF a
year ago to become president of Biosphere 2.

—Allyn Jackson

NSF Study Finds Decline in
Immigrant Scientists and
Engineers
The number of immigrant scientists and engineers enter-
ing the United States each year was stable throughout the
1980s, rose in the early 1990s, and then declined dramat-
ically in 1994 back toward 1980s levels. The latest data in-
dicate that what observers thought was a major, long-term

rise in skilled immigrants was only a temporary surge,
prompted by the 1990 Immigration Act. The numbers are
analyzed in a new National Science Foundation (NSF) data
brief, drawing on data from the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service.

According to the data brief, by 1993 the number of peo-
ple with science and engineering degrees admitted to the
U.S. on permanent visas with work certifications had almost
doubled to 23,534. In 1994 the number of these immigrants
admitted had dropped to 17,403, a decline of 26 percent.
The one immigrant group that rose in 1994 was scientists
entering the U.S. from the newly independent states of the
former U.S.S.R. and Yugoslavia; their ranks increased from
1,165 in 1993 to 1,244 in 1994.

The data brief highlights findings in a forthcoming Sci-
ence Resource Studies report on immigrant scientists, en-
gineers, and technicians to be published in the fall.

The NSF data brief may be found on the World Wide Web
at http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/stats.htm.

—NSF News Release

AMS Acquires Chelsea
Publishing Inventory and
Rights
The AMS has acquired the rights to all inventory and pub-
lishing resources of Chelsea Publishing of New York. The
acquisition involves over 300 titles published by Chelsea
since the 1940s and will add to the more than 2,300 titles
currently published and distributed through the AMS pub-
lications program.

Well known and respected within the mathematical
community, Chelsea Publishing earned its reputation as a
leading reprinter and publisher of classic mathematical
texts, some of which were originally published in the early
1880s in Europe and elsewhere. The recent death of Chelsea
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owner and founder Aaron Galuten placed the future of the
small press in question. The AMS and Chelsea had coop-
erated on publishing activities in the past, and it was this
familiarity that prompted discussions and eventual agree-
ment between the two organizations.

Over 40,000 books from the Chelsea inventory are being
transferred to the AMS distribution center and can now be
ordered directly from the AMS. The AMS plans to continue
offering the books through retail bookstores in North
America, as well as through selected distribution centers
in Europe, Japan, and other regions of the world.

In addition to its AMS and Chelsea imprints, the Soci-
ety’s publications division also publishes and distributes
titles from International Press in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
and Science Press New York and Beijing, as well as publi-
cations from mathematical societies in Europe, Japan,
China, Israel, and Russia.

For information on the Chelsea titles, contact the AMS
Customer Services Department (800-321-4267, cust-serv@
ams.org) or visit the AMS Bookstore at http://www.ams.
org/bookstore/.

—AMS Announcement
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