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BMS Workshop Report
Available
The Board on Mathematical Sciences (BMS) of the National
Research Council (NRC) has issued the report Preserving
Strength While Meeting Challenges. The product of a work-
shop held in May 1996, the 83-page report contains papers
on a range of issues facing the mathematical sciences com-
munity.

The last section of the report contains a summary of the
proceedings of the workshop. “The summary was pre-
pared by the BMS and reviewed by the NRC in accordance
with the usual NRC report reviewing procedures,” writes
workshop chair Avner Friedman in the report’s preface.
“The BMS believes that the views expressed at the work-
shop should be seen by the mathematical sciences com-
munity at large.” What follows is from the “Closing Ob-
servations” section of the summary.

Closing Observations
• To preserve the discipline’s strengths while meeting

challenges posed by a changed environment, the U.S. math-
ematical sciences community’s major national responsi-
bilities include:
1. Promoting research and discovery in all areas of the

mathematical sciences so that the U.S. will continue to
maintain preeminence in these powerful, innovative en-
deavors;

2. Supporting the use of mathematical results and acumen
in order to increase the capabilities of the various sci-
entific and engineering disciplines and to help advance
science and technology in the United States; and

3. Providing top-quality education and skills in the math-
ematical sciences at all levels and for all members of the
student population to ensure that the United States will

continue to have a scientifically and technically trained
work force and an informed citizenry.
• Fulfilling these responsibilities is doubly challenging

in the current changed environment. The end of the cold
war has increased the national emphasis on economic
competitiveness and pressing social concerns, health care
issues, and environmental needs. One consequence of this
shift in national priorities is that a strong scientific base,
as an end in itself, is not as high a priority as it was. An-
other change affecting the environment for science, and
for the mathematical sciences, involves the national resolve
to balance the federal budget and to cut government spend-
ing.

• There are several implications of these changes. In the
near future there may be less public money (in constant
dollars) for support of universities and of scientific research.
Also, the scientific community may have to justify much
of its research as contributing to societal goals. For example,
quality education, especially K–12 education, for all seg-
ments of society remains high on the national agenda and
is a goal to which the scientific community is expected to
contribute. What support—both political and financial—
there now is for the mathematical sciences may well di-
minish if the community’s responsibilities are not met. On
the other hand, efforts to meet those responsibilities can
provide opportunities for additional resources.

• Action might be taken by different cohorts within the
mathematical sciences community on various fronts. For
example, it is clear that much of the educated public, in-
cluding the scientifically educated public, is unaware of new
discoveries in the mathematical sciences and their im-
portance. The general public also is not made aware of the
fundamental contributions of the mathematical sciences
to many advances in science and technology. In the gen-
eral technical community, there is a sense that the math-
ematical sciences community could do more to accelerate
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the impact of mathematical sciences research on science,
technology, and society in general.

• The mathematical sciences community has not been
very successful in the important area of attracting under-
represented minority groups, and the disproportionately
small number of women at many levels in the mathemat-
ical sciences is self-evident. By identifying broader career
opportunities in the mathematical sciences, some of the
obstacles to attracting these groups to the mathematical
sciences might be overcome.

• A further area where mathematical sciences involve-
ment could be increased is in the education of all under-
graduates. It is important for mathematical sciences de-
partments to strengthen their scientific and educational ties
with the university community at large. It is also impor-
tant that the full mathematical sciences community enhance
its scientific and educational ties with the general scien-
tific and technological community. The pervasiveness of
the mathematical sciences in those diverse areas makes this
both a responsibility and an opportunity.

• In light of the present environment for science and the
direction that continuing change in that environment will
likely take, how the mathematical sciences community
now acts could be crucial to its future strength and health
and so deserves urgent attention. The mathematical sci-
ences community now faces serious challenges in a chang-
ing and demanding environment that warrant quick and
effective responses. The health of the mathematical sciences
community and how well it fulfills its national responsi-
bilities depend on its ability to resolve these issues.

• Clearly a successful resolution of these issues requires
the active participation of mathematical sciences depart-
ments, the professional societies, and the community as a
whole.
For Information

For further information on this and other BMS reports,
consult the BMS Web site at http://www2.nas.edu/bms/.
Or contact: Board on Mathematical Sciences, National Re-
search Council, 2101 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washing-
ton, DC 20418; telephone 202-334-2421; e-mail:
bms@nas.edu.

— Allyn Jackson

B. N. Prasad Centenary
Commemoration
The Committee for Publications of the Allahabad Math-
ematical Society invites contributions to special com-
memorative volumes of the Indian Journal of Mathemat-
ics and the Bulletin of the Allahabad Mathematical Society.
These volumes will commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the birth of B. N. Prasad (1899–1966), founder of the
Society. The material will appear in volume 41 (1999) of
the Journal and volume 14 (1999) of the Bulletin.

Contributions for the commemorative volumes should
reach the editors preferably by August 1998; those re-

ceived after December 1998 may have to be shifted to a
later volume. For further information, contact Pramila
Srivastava, Chair, Committee for Publications, Allahabad
Mathematical Society, 10, C.S.P. Singh Marg, Allahabad 211
001, India; e-mail: pramila@almas.almas.wiprobt.ems.
vsnl.net.in.

— Pramila Srivastava

Members Dues Information
The Internal Revenue Code requires that not-for-profit or-
ganizations advise their members of the amount of their
dues which is tax deductible as a charitable contribution.
The determination of this amount must reduce the dues
payment by the “fair value” of the benefits received as a
member. When journals or magazines are privileges of
membership, the “fair value” of membership rights in-
cludes the price that nonmembers would have to pay for
the journals or magazines. Other benefits of membership
are less easily quantified, and include such items as the
availability of discounts on publications and meeting reg-
istration fees.

Staff of the Society have studied these issues and con-
sulted with other professionals, and have concluded that
no portion of a member’s dues to the AMS is tax deductible
as a charitable contribution. However, a member’s dues
payment to the AMS may be tax deductible under other pro-
visions of the Internal Revenue Code, such as those ad-
dressing professional expenses. Members should consult
with their personal tax advisors.

—AMS Fiscal Department

Statistics Teachers Group
In the summer of 1991 a group now known as the Isolated
Statisticians met for the first time at the Joint Statistics
Meetings. These individuals were largely from departments
in which they were the only statistician. They found they
had no one with whom to exchange ideas about picking a
statistics textbook, trying a new teaching technique for sta-
tistics, or incorporating technology into their statistics
courses. Starting with 15 participants in 1991, the infor-
mal “Isostat” meeting has become a yearly event. The group
has held its own national meeting in 1995 and eleven re-
gional workshops in 1996 and 1997 and also has an e-mail
network of 150 people.

The group will meet for an informal discussion on Fri-
day, January 9, from 7–9 p.m. at the Joint Mathematics Meet-
ings in Baltimore. For further information, contact: Dexter
Whittinghill, Department of Mathematics, Rowan Univer-
sity, Glassboro, NJ 08028; e-mail whittinghill@
rowan.edu.

— Dexter Whittinghill, Rowan University
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