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Editorial

A Look Back

Five years ago, out of the long, hard work of an AMS committee chaired
by Hugo Rossi came a proposed transformation of the Notices. The cre-
ation of the new Notices was approved by the requisite AMS groups, Hugo
reluctantly agreed to be the founding editor, and the first issue appeared
in January 1995.

The Notices serves many purposes. It is the journal of record of the
AMS, it alerts members to events and trends that seem important, and
it is the only vehicle for members to
express their opinions to the whole
AMS membership. But Hugo saw an
additional possibility—that the No-
tices could be a showplace for high-
quality exposition in mathematics.
This vision stemmed from his con-
viction that good exposition is far
more important to the progress of
research in mathematics than many
mathematicians are ready to believe.
In his October 1997 editorial he said,
“The techniques and ideas of math-
ematical research have become so
interrelated that to succeed in re-
search it is now necessary to under-
stand the themes and methods in
many areas of mathematics.... Break-
throughs in one’s problems—often
even the understanding of the prob-
lem—require the versatility that one
acquires only by grasping and using
techniques and programs in a wide
range of subjects.” He saw expository
mathematics articles in the Notices
as a kind of “written colloquia” that would help in this process.

At this time of the changing of the guard, we salute Hugo Rossi for
his vision and for his success at developing the Notices in this direc-
tion. He has been ably assisted by talented associate editors who have
not been shy in helping him shape his vision. They all deserve our
thanks.

Hugo ended his term as editor a few months early in order to become
deputy director of the Mathematical Sciences Research Institute (MSRI).
Happily, he has agreed to continue as a contributing editor. In this ca-
pacity he will still be able to solicit mathematics articles and to work
his magic on the writing in them.

Andy Magid has graciously served as acting editor for a few months,
assisted by Allyn Jackson. No doubt Andy often received too much or
too little advice from past and future editors. We are grateful for his
bringing about a smooth transition.
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Hugo Rossi

—Anthony W. Knapp
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