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Editorial

Cost of Publishing
Research mathematicians are used to working in comprehensive mathematics
libraries, moving from source to source, confident that any references of in-
terest may be tracked down without leaving the library. This system is now in
jeopardy because of the spiraling unit costs of journals, books, and electronic
products and because of the continual explosion of mathematical literature. What
is to be done?

Many people offer simple solutions: increase library budgets, avoid expen-
sive journals, go electronic. But the problem is not so simple, and it is likely
that a combination of approaches will be needed. Different groups of people
can help solve parts of the problem in different ways, and a necessary ingre-
dient for this purpose is information. That is where the Notices can help.

Within the past three years the Notices has printed several articles on aspects
of this problem, as well as a forum and a number of letters. Articles have ex-
plored copyright issues and electronic publishing, and letters have set forth hopes
and cautions about electronic publishing.

With this issue we begin an occasional series on the cost of publishing from
different points of view—including authors, publishers, librarians, and read-
ers. The Branin-Case article in this issue addresses the cost of publishing from
the point of view of library administrators, detailing the scope of the problem,
partial solutions that are under way, and legal matters. Research librarians, as
Branin and Case say, point to the growing commercialization of scholarship as
a root cause. They look for solutions with authors, publishers, and librarians
working in partnership, but at the same time they envision “bringing scientific
scholarly publishing back into the academy” as part of the reform that is
needed.

An article in a coming issue of the Notices will consider the question of the
cost of publishing from the point of view of commercial publishers. What fac-
tors make commercial publishing so expensive? What can be done to reduce
costs? Will commercial publishers continue to play a significant role in the pub-
lishing of mathematics? Stay tuned.

—Anthony W. Knapp

Current Events

Mathematics Awareness Week,
April 26–May 2
Each year Mathematics Awareness Week (MAW) provides an opportunity to par-
ticipate in a nationwide celebration of mathematics. The theme for MAW 1998
is “Mathematics and Imaging”. Mathematics departments all over the country
come up with their own ways of observing the week, from problem-solving con-
tests to art exhibits to public lectures. In conjunction with this year’s MAW events,
the Public Broadcasting System will air a seven-part series about mathematics
called “Life by the Numbers”. Produced by WQED Pittsburgh, this series aims
to reveal to viewers the fascination of mathematics by demonstrating how the
field relates to many aspects of everyday life. The programs in the series would
make an excellent springboard for MAW events. The series will begin April 8;
call your local public television station for local broadcast dates and times. Ideas
for MAW activities can be found at the Math Forum Web site, http://
forum.swarthmore.edu/maw/.

—Allyn Jackson
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