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AMS in the Twentieth Century

Frank Nelson Cole
Frank Nelson Cole (1861–1926) was secretary of the AMS and editor-in-chief of
the Bulletin for more than twenty years. In his honor the AMS Cole Prize is
awarded twice every five years—once in algebra and once in number theory.
The most recent recipients are Michel Raynaud and David Harbater (in algebra
in 1995) and Andrew Wiles (in number theory in 1997). In the November 1997
Notices one reads, “The original [Cole Prize] fund was donated by Professor Cole
from moneys presented to him on his retirement, was augmented by contri-
butions from members of the Society, and was later doubled by his son.”

Cole’s research was largely in finite groups and in the application of Galois
theory to polynomials of the fifth and sixth degrees. He was a master lecturer.
It is said that his 1903 address “On the factoring of large numbers” to the 
Society was met with a standing ovation after he lectured without saying a 
single word, multiplying two large integers and verifying that their product was
267 − 1, a number that Mersenne had thought should have been prime.

Some information about Cole may be found in a book on the history of the
first fifty years of the AMS, written by Raymond Clare Archibald. Archibald writes,
“After two years under Klein at Leipzig, Cole spent the next three years at Har-
vard, where his career as an undergraduate had been so brilliant. Aglow with
enthusiasm, he gave courses in modern higher algebra, and in the theory of func-
tions of a complex variable, geometrically treated, as in Klein’s famous course
of lectures at Leipzig in 1881–82. He was the first to open up modern mathe-
matics to Prof. Osgood, as a student, who characterized the lectures as ‘truly
inspiring.’ Another student, M. Bôcher, as well as nearly all members of the 
Department, attended his lectures. He received the doctor’s degree from Har-
vard.”

Thomas S. Fiske, founder of the AMS, took on the combined roles of the first
secretary of the AMS and founding editor of the Bulletin. Archibald writes, “[Cole]
was appointed prof. of math. at Columbia U. and Barnard C. in 1895, and im-
mediately relieved Fiske of his burden as secretary of the Society; two years later
he became an assoc[iate] editor of the Bulletin. In the following spring Fiske was
appointed chm. of a comm[ittee], whose recommendations later led to the
founding of the Transactions. Work on this comm[ittee] demanded so much of
his time and thought, that he resigned as editor-in-chief of the Bulletin, and Cole
assumed this office in Feb. 1899 and continued as both secretary and editor to
the end of 1920.…

“Cole’s twenty-two years of joint service as secretary of the Society and ed-
itor-in-chief of the Bulletin began just as the decision had been made to pub-
lish the Transactions, twenty-one v[olumes] of which were issued during his
régime, and added not a little to the load that he carried as secretary.…Except
for changes which would naturally result from [thirty years of increasing math-
ematical activity], the general style of the Bulletin was simply a continuation of
the features so thoughtfully developed by Prof. Fiske.  Cole (as Fiske before him)
suppressed any reference to himself as editor-in-chief, and put in one group
the names of assist[ant] editors and members of the committee of publication.…

“Beginning with 1921, a period of many changes was initiated. The tremen-
dous load carried by Cole was…divided between Prof. Richardson, the new sec-
retary, and Prof. Hedrick, the new editor-in-chief of the Bulletin.…

“The frontispiece of the AMS Bull[etin], v. 27 (1920–21) is an excellent like-
ness of Cole at that time, and the Council ordered that the v[olume] be dedi-
cated to him, ‘in appreciation of his devotion to the Society during his twenty-
six years as Secretary and in recognition of his leadership in the editorial work
of the Bulletin for the past twenty-four years.’”

—Anthony W. Knapp

Notices
of the American Mathematical Society

EDITOR: Anthony W. Knapp
ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
Hyman Bass,  Robert J. Daverman,  Susan 
Friedlander (Forum Editor),  Martin Golubitsky 
(Covers Editor),  Victor Guillemin,  David Jerison,
Steven Krantz, Susan Landau,  Andy Magid 
(Opinion Column Editor),  Judith Roitman, 
Mary Beth Ruskai,  Mark Saul
SENIOR WRITER and DEPUTY EDITOR:
Allyn Jackson
MANAGING  EDITOR: Sandra Frost
CONTRIBUTING WRITER: Elaine Kehoe
PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS:
Muriel Toupin,  Anne-Marie Epp
PRODUCTION:
Lori Nero,  Donna Salter,  Deborah Smith,  
Peter Sykes,  Maxine Wolfson
ADVERTISING SALES: Anne Newcomb

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:  Subscription prices
for Volume 46 (1999) are $309 list;  $247 institu-
tional member;  $185 individual member.  (The sub-
scription price for members is included in the an-
nual dues.)  A late charge of 10% of the subscription
price will be imposed upon orders received from
nonmembers after January 1 of the subscription
year.  Add for postage: Surface delivery outside the
United States and India—$15;  in India—$36;  expe-
dited delivery to destinations in North America—
$35;  elsewhere—$70.  Subscriptions and orders for
AMS publications should be addressed to the Amer-
ican Mathematical Society, P.O. Box 5904, Boston,
MA 02206-5904.  All orders must be prepaid.
ADVERTISING:  Notices publishes situations 
wanted and classified advertising, and display ad-
vertising for publishers and academic or scientific
organizations.
SUBMISSIONS:  Letters to the Editor, Forum pieces,
articles, and reviews may be sent to the editor by
e-mail at notices@math.sunysb.edu, by fax at 516-
751-5730, or by postal mail at P. O. Box 333, East Se-
tauket, NY 11733. Electronic submissions are pre-
ferred. Correspondence with the managing editor
may be sent to notices@ams.org.
NOTICES ON e-MATH:  Most of this publication is
available electronically through e-MATH, the Soci-
ety’s resource for delivering electronic products and
services. To access the Notices on e-MATH, use the
URL:

http://www.ams.org/notices/

Those with VT100-type terminals or without WWW
browsing software can connect to e-MATH via Tel-
net (telnet e-math.ams.org; login and password
are “e-math”) and use the Lynx option from the main
menu.

[Notices of the American Mathematical Society is
published monthly except bimonthly in June/July
by the American Mathematical Society at 201
Charles Street, Providence, RI 02904-2213. Peri-
odicals postage paid at Providence, RI, and addi-
tional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
change notices to Notices of the American Mathe-
matical Society, P.O. Box 6248, Providence, RI 02940-
6248.] Publication here of the Society’s street ad-
dress and the other information in brackets above
is a technical requirement of the U.S. Postal Service.
All correspondence should be mailed to the post
office box, not the street address. Tel: 401-455-
4000; e-mail: notices@ams.org.

© Copyright 1999 by the 
American Mathematical Society. 

All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America.

The paper used in this journal is acid-free and 
falls within the guidelines established 
to ensure permanence and durability.

editorial.qxp  7/8/99 12:58 PM  Page 860


