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AMS in the Twentieth Century

The Start of the New Notices
The November column in this series told of the inclusion in the Notices of occasional
“special articles” starting in 1982. These were expository articles intended for a broad
audience of mathematicians. Some of the leaders of the AMS wanted to have even more
exposition—partly to showcase current mathematical developments, partly to help math-
ematicians be able to have a broader view of the subject, and partly to move toward
communicating about mathematics to the general public. This desire was seen to af-
fect both the Notices and the Bulletin.

By the early 1990s the content of the Notices and the Bulletin had become a more
and more frequent subject of discussion. Each of these journals had several parts. The
questions were whether all of these parts were appropriate in journals sent to all mem-
bers, whether any parts were missing, and whether some different mix might serve
the goals of the AMS better. In the spring of 1992 the Executive Committee and Board
of Trustees (ECBT) established the Committee to Review Member Publications (CRMP),
with Hugo Rossi as chair. Although this committee studied several AMS publications,
it concentrated on the Notices and the Bulletin. It reported to the ECBT in May 1993,
and its recommendations were adopted by the Council in August 1993. An abridged
version of the report and commentary by Rossi appear in the September 1993 Notices,
pp. 843–847.

CRMP sought opinions in various ways from a significant fraction of the AMS mem-
bership. The committee agreed that three major objectives of the “member publica-
tions” are, in Rossi’s words, “to communicate information to the membership on
• “the current state of the discipline and the directions in which it is advancing;
• “mathematical meetings, activities, and programs, especially…those of the AMS;

and
• “the status of the profession.”

Rossi continued, “Mathematicians join the AMS because they support its goals of
fostering research, but we found that they join also to have access to this informa-
tion in the above order of priority. Beyond this, the level of interest and depth of in-
volvement is very highly varied.…

“From the beginning we agreed that the AMS should, through its member publi-
cations, become much more involved in the exposition of mathematics.…[I]t became
clear that we were not talking about exposition in the common sense of presentation
of mathematical ideas to lay people…but rather discussion with and explanation for
…members of the mathematical community, of new advances achieved together with
the new techniques involved, putting it all in an appropriate context within the whole
body of mathematics.…We also maintain that authors should write, not just for the
record, but to an audience. We recognize that because of the highly diverse nature of
the membership, there are many selections of an ‘audience’, and this of course will
vary greatly from article to article. But the principle to which we hope to see adher-
ence is that the author of each article demonstrates a consistent conception of an in-
tended audience.”

The recommendations of the CRMP included a proposal for an “enhanced” Notices,
saying, “The goal of the enhanced Notices of the American Mathematical Society is to
serve all mathematicians by providing a lively and informative magazine, which con-
tains news about mathematics and mathematicians, as well as information about the
Society and the profession.”

The recommended purpose was as follows: “The Notices shall communicate infor-
mation and commentary on the discipline, the profession, and the Society and its ac-
tivities; be a privilege of membership in the AMS; and serve as the journal of record
of the Society. We envision that the journal will contain significant sections on math-
ematics, ranging from brief, timely paragraphs on new breakthroughs (tentatively called
Research News), through expositions of some of those breakthroughs and their con-
text, to broad discursive surveys of the status of contemporary mathematics.”

The Bulletin was revised too. Research announcements were dropped, and exposi-
tion was increased. It was recognized that the Notices and Bulletin would have over-
lapping functions and that continuing dialog would be necessary.

The search for a founding editor of the Notices led, by a circuitous route, back to
Hugo Rossi, who began work in 1994. A completely new design was needed, and pro-
fessional advice was obtained. After lengthy preparations the first issue appeared in
January 1995. The new Notices had an auspicious start, receiving an award in 1996
from the Society of National Association Publications for general excellence in a schol-
arly journal. The state of the Notices at the end of the twentieth century is planned as
the subject of a later column in this series.

—Anthony W. Knapp
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