
Mathematics Opportunities

64 NOTICES OF THE AMS VOLUME 47, NUMBER 1

NSF Research Equipment
Programs
The National Science Foundation (NSF) has announced two
solicitations for funding of equipment for research: SCREMS
(Scientific Computing Research Environments for the 
Mathematical Sciences) and MRI (Major Research Instru-
mentation). Both programs have the same deadline date,
January 18, 2000.

The SCREMS program plans to make a limited number
of grants for the purchase and support of computing
equipment dedicated to research in the mathematical sci-
ences. The total discounted cost of the equipment portion
should be at least $40,000. Some awards may be as high
as $200,000, provided a case is made for substantial im-
pact and cost-effectiveness. The Division of Mathematical
Sciences (DMS) expects to provide about $1 million for this
activity in fiscal year 2000, pending availability of funds.
In fiscal year 1999, 14 awards were made, totaling about
$800,000.

The MRI program is designed to improve the condition
of scientific and engineering equipment for research and
research training in academic institutions. Proposals sub-
mitted in response to this program solicitation will be
competing for about $50 million in fiscal year 2000. MRI
is an NSF-wide program, whereas SCREMS is restricted to
proposals from mathematical sciences departments. An in-
stitution may submit only two proposals for instrument ac-
quisition in response to the MRI solicitation, plus a third
for instrument development. Accordingly, groups of math-
ematical scientists might find it useful to communicate with
related groups in their institutions for preparation and sub-
mission of such joint proposals or proposals in which
mathematical scientists might participate.

Proposers and institutions are urged to apply through
MRI if possible; the DMS will have all equipment propos-
als (SCREMS and MRI) reviewed together, and there will be
no disadvantage to proposals that apply through the MRI.
Identical proposals may not be sent to both programs.

Nevertheless, proposals that do not receive MRI funding
may still receive SCREMS funding in the current competi-
tion.

The most recent program solicitation for SCREMS, NSF
Publication NSF99-154, is available on the World Wide Web,
http://www.nsf.gov/cgi-bin/getpub?nsf99154/. In-
formation about the MRI competition, including the new
MRI solicitation, is available at http://www.nsf.gov/
od/oia/programs/mri/start.htm. Any questions not
answered in the above guidelines can be sent to
screms@nsf.gov.

—From DMS announcement

News from the IMA
The Institute for Mathematics and its Applications (IMA)
announces a workshop for graduate students on the topic
Mathematical Modeling in Industry, to be held July 19–28,
2000. Thirty-six students will be selected to participate in
the workshop. They will work in teams on real-world in-
dustrial problems under the guidance of tutors from in-
dustry. Graduate students and advanced undergraduates
are invited to apply. Selection criteria will be based on
background and statement of interest as well as geographic
and institutional diversity. Women and minorities are es-
pecially encouraged to apply. Local living expenses will be
covered by the IMA.

Details on the project topics and application procedure
are available at the IMA’s Web site, http://www.ima.umn.
edu/modeling/ or by contacting ima-staff@ima.
umn.edu. The postal address is: Institute for Mathematics
and its Applications, University of Minnesota, 400 Lind Hall,
207 Church Street, SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455. The dead-
line for applications is April 15, 2000.

—From an IMA announcement
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AMS-AAAS Mass Media
Fellowships
The American Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence sponsors the Mass Media Science and Engineering
Fellows Program, through which graduate students work
during the summer in major media outlets. The AMS pro-
vides support each year for one or two graduate students
in the mathematical sciences to participate in the pro-
gram. In the past three years, the AMS-sponsored fellows
have held positions at Business Week, National Geographic
Television, and Time magazine.

Fellows receive a weekly stipend plus travel expenses
to work for ten weeks during the summer as reporters, re-
searchers, and production assistants in media organiza-
tions. They observe and participate in the process by which
events and ideas become news, improve their ability to
communicate about complex technical subjects in a man-
ner understandable to the public, and increase their un-
derstanding of editorial decision-making and the manner
in which information is effectively disseminated. Each fel-
low attends an orientation and evaluation session in Wash-
ington, DC, and begins the internship in mid-June. A wrap-
up session is held at the end of the summer.

Mathematical sciences faculty are urged to make 
their graduate students aware of this program. The 
deadline to apply for fellowships for the summer of 2000
is January 15, 2000. The fellowship application is avail-
able online at http://ehr.aaas.org/ehr/ (click the “Pro-
jects” link). For more information contact Katrina Malloy,
AAAS Mass Media Fellows Program, 1200 New York Ave.,
NW, Washington DC 20005; telephone 202-326-6670; fax
202-371-9849; or the AMS Washington Office, 1527 Eigh-
teenth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036; telephone 202-
588-1100; fax 202-588-1853; e-mail: amsdc@ams.org.

—Allyn Jackson

2000 Prize for Achievement in
Information-Based Complexity
The second annual Prize for Achievement in Information-
Based Complexity consists of $3,000 and a plaque to be
awarded at a suitable location. The prize committee will
consist of Erich Novak, Joseph F. Traub, and Henryk Woz-
niakowski. Anyone other than current members of the
prize committee is eligible. The members of the prize com-
mittee would appreciate nominations for the prize. How-
ever, a person does not have to be nominated to win the
award.

The deadline for nominations for the award is March
31, 2000. The achievement can be based on work done in
a single year, over a number of years, or over a lifetime. It
can be published in any journal, number of journals, or
monographs.

Nominations for the prize may be sent to Joseph Traub,
traub@cs.columbia.edu.

—Joseph F. Traub

News from the Institut Mittag-
Leffler
The board of the Mittag-Leffler Institute invites tentative
proposals and inquiries for the scientific programs of the
academic years 2002–03, 2003–04, and beyond.

The Institute runs programs in specialized areas of
mathematics to which leading scientists in the area are in-
vited. In a concurrent junior visiting program postdocs and
advanced graduate students are invited to participate. The
programs can run for the whole year, or be of semester
length. Around ten senior visitors are in residence at any
given time. The minimum length of stay is one month, and
it is expected that two or three leading mathematicians will
stay for at least a semester each.

The selection criteria for proposals are scientific strength
and timeliness and the degree to which the program would
benefit mathematical research in Scandinavia, including Fin-
land and Iceland. Recent and planned future programs
can be found at http://www.ml.kva.se/history.html.

The scientific programs are led by a steering commit-
tee of two to four persons which will work closely with the
director and which will suggest invitees to the board. It is
expected that at all times during the period of the program
at least one member of the committee be present.

The two semesters of the academic year are September
1 to December 23, and January 15 to June 15. The Insti-
tute is housed in a patrician nineteenth century villa in a
suburb of Stockholm. Visitors are housed on the grounds.

Tentative proposals should contain: 1) a description of
the intended area of specialization, 2) the proposed time
and duration of the program, 3) the names of the proposed
committee, 4) a list of possible invitees, and 5) a descrip-
tion of the Scandinavian connection.

Tentative proposals should be sent to the director, 
Kjell-Ove Widman, e-mail: widman@ml.kva.se, or to the
chairman of the board, Christer O. Kiselman, e-mail 
kiselman@math.uu.se, not later than February 15, 2000.

The executive committee of the Institute, together with
the advisors to the board, will select a small number of the
tentative proposals and invite the proposers to submit a
complete application, the deadline for which will be 
April 15, 2000. The board of the Institute will then make
a decision in May 2000.

Potential proposers are asked to note that the board may
select and decide on programs for more than one year,
whence tentative proposals, or even informal ideas, for the
years 2003–04 and 2004–05 are encouraged.

For further information, consult the Institute’s home
page, http://www.ml.kva.se/, or contact the director,
Kjell-Ove Widman, e-mail: widman@ml.kva.se. The postal
address is Institut Mittag-Leffler, Auravägen 17, S-182 62
Djursholm, Sweden.

—Insitut Mittag-Leffler announcement
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