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Editorial

Editorial Independence of the Notices
For a long time a contested issue with the Notices was “editorial control”. Partly,
this term refers to how decisions would be made about which letters and other
opinion pieces were to be published in the Notices. More importantly, it refers
to the publication of articles. Many articles before 1995 were generated by AMS
staff in Providence, and many others were routinely put in the Notices by AMS
committees; both types of articles were subjected to little if any scrutiny. When
it came to handling unsolicited submissions, there was little sense of a vision
of what material the Notices should carry.

Until late 1994 the Notices was edited partly by the AMS secretary and partly
by the executive director or a deputy of the latter. Letters and opinion had 
always been a problem area, and the Council had over the years wrestled with
the issue of control of what opinions got aired in the Notices. Leaving decisions
about letters in the hands of an AMS official had led to frequent appeals to the
Council by authors of rejected letters, and in 1976 the notion of an editorial
board for the Notices was established, first in fact and soon in name as well.
Controversies over which letters to publish did not go away, and appeals were
considered by the Council as recently as 1991.

When the new Notices was established in 1993, to begin in 1995, one of the
guidelines was that the editor, who was to be a research mathematician outside
the AMS management, was to have “full editorial responsibility”. Members of
the editorial board are proposed by the editor, reviewed by an AMS committee,
and approved by the Council. As Executive Director John Ewing explained in a
memo to the Council in January 2000, “The notion of ‘editorial control’ was sub-
sequently translated into ‘editorial independence’ by the editors and boards.”

With the refining of the content and direction of the Notices that has taken place
over the past six years, “editorial independence” has come to mean that the AMS
bureaucracy, including especially the AMS president and the executive director, plays
no role in what gets accepted for the narrative part of the Notices. The secretary
supervises his own section of the Notices and remains an associate editor to 
ensure good communication. This arrangement is sound. Readers get to see a full
range of minority views as well as the official views on issues. Proposed articles
are examined critically to see whether they are consistent with the goals of the
Notices and will have a large audience. Decisions about what mathematics articles
are to be sought and published come from an independent-minded editorial board
representing a variety of fields of mathematics. All this independence is possible
even though the financial backing of the Notices comes from the AMS. Of course,
being editorially independent of one’s financial backers can sometimes lead to
problems. But these problems have been relatively small, and policies have been
devised to handle these problems in every case so far.

One consequence for the readers of the Notices is that they should in no way
regard the opinion part of the Notices as speaking for the AMS. This point has
been made before in this column, but it is worth making again from time to time.

—Anthony W. Knapp

In This Issue

Raise Registration Fees?
In 1999 the AMS Secretariat (the secretary and the associate secretaries) voted
to raise the registration fees at AMS sectional meetings, effective for fall 2000,
and the Board of Trustees in November 1999 approved this increase. The
Trustees have since decided to reconsider the issue and will vote again on 
the matter at their meeting November 17–18, 2000. The Notices invited the 
two associate editors who are members of the Secretariat to comment on this
matter, and the result is on the next page.

—A. W. K.
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