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AMS Website Connects
Math and the Public

Math in the Media is an online magazine posted
monthly on the AMS website. Its main aim is to in-
form and entertain both mathematicians and in-
terested members of the general public, by high-
lighting coverage of mathematics in the mainstream
media. Another offering on the AMS website is the
monthly Feature Column, which provides exposi-
tions about mathematical topics accessible to the
general public. This fall, the AMS inaugurated a
snazzy new design for both Math in the Media and
the Feature Column that makes them even more
fun and easier to use.

Each month, the main page of Math in the Media
carries “Tony’s Take”, a survey of the previous
month’s news relating to mathematics, written by
Tony Phillips of the State University of New York
at Stony Brook. His brief synopses of stories ap-
pearing in print and on radio and television are
witty and eloquent. As one sees in his recent sum-
mary of a story in Nature about how cells develop
in the eyes of fruit flies, Phillips has a knack for
distilling the mathematical substance in stories
about all kinds of things. He has a broad view of
mathematics as a subject in its own right and in
its relations to art, literature, society, and science.
As a way of keeping up on how the media are cov-
ering mathematics, Phillips’s column is a must-
read.

The “Math Digest” section takes a more com-
prehensive approach to following math coverage
in the media. Pooling the efforts of AMS staff and
AMS-AAAS Mass Media Fellows, the “Math Digest”
section provides bibliographic references and short
summaries of media stories about mathematics.
Among the outlets systematically covered are Sci-
ence, Nature, New Scientist, the New York Times,
the Chronicle of Higher Education, and American
Scientist. The “Math Digest” contributors also stay
on the lookout for math stories in other print out-
lets and on radio and TV. With archives reaching
back to 1995, this may be the most comprehensive
resource for media coverage of mathematics avail-
able on the web.

The “Reviews” pages contain pointers to re-
views of books, plays, movies, and television shows
that are related to mathematics. There are refer-
ences for reviews of nearly 200 books, most of them

aimed at the general public. The reviews appeared
in a variety of newspapers, magazines, and jour-
nals, and links to the reviews are provided where
possible. One also finds here references to reviews
of about ten movies and plays that feature math-
ematicians as main characters—a sign of the new-
found appeal of mathematics as a theme in pop-
ular culture.

Another offering of the AMS website that con-
nects math and the general public is the Feature
Column, which each month presents a lively and
accessible introduction to a mathematical topic. For
the past three years, Joseph Malkevitch of York Col-
lege of the City University of New York has writ-
ten columns on such topics as marriage theorems,
voting, bin packing problems, prime numbers, and
mathematics and art. A patient and knowledgeable
guide, Malkevitch strikes a good balance between
providing needed details and shielding the reader
from complications. These essays can be prof-
itably read by members of the general public, as
well as by mathematicians interested in broaden-
ing their horizons or finding topics to awaken
their students’ interest.

The Feature Column archives contain a total of
more than 80 columns written since 1997, when
this section of the AMS website was started by
Steven Weintraub of Lehigh University. Tony
Phillips wrote the columns for three years, and
Bill Casselman of the University of British Colum-
bia also wrote a few. Starting in February 2005, Cas-
selman, Malkevitch, Phillips, and David Austin of
Grand Valley State University will collaborate on
editing the column, with pieces written by one of
them or by other authors.

On the Math in the Media page one also finds
links to AMS news, the “Headlines and Deadlines”
email news service, and “This Mathematical Month,”
which contains vignettes about mathematics or-
ganized according to the month. Overseen by the
AMS Public Awareness Office, these web offerings
are excellent resources for the mathematical com-
munity and the general public. Check them out.

—Allyn Jackson
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Feature Column
http://www.ams.org/featurecolumn

Math and the Media

http://www.ams.org/mathmedia
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