
“Mixing fiction with nonfiction, A Certain Ambiguity is a veritable 
history of mathematics disguised as a novel. Starting with the 
Pythagorean theorem, it moves through number theory and geometry 
to Cantor’s alephs, non-Euclidean geometry, Gödel, and even 
relativity.”
—Martin Gardner
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“A very elementary introduction to commutative ring theory, suitable 
for undergraduates with little background. It is written with great 
care, in a conversational and engaging style that I think will appeal 
to students. Essentially every detail is made explicit, and readers are 
admonished to beware typical pitfalls. The book is also peppered with 
very nice detours into the history of mathematics.”
—Karen Smith, University of Michigan
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“Fascinating and quite eclectic. Ruelle has a pragmatic approach to 
discussing philosophical and psychological questions. He is equally 
pragmatic with regard to ethical and political issues involved in the 
professional world of the mathematician. As Ruelle repeatedly says, 
mathematics is a human activity.”
—William Messing, University of Minnesota

Cloth  $22.95  978-0-691-12982-2

“Professor Roach is an acknowledged expert in applied analysis. Wave 
Scattering by Time-Dependent Perturbations is a significant contribution 
to the mathematical literature—there are no similar books. There 
is a need to bring some of this analysis to the attention of those 
people who actually want to know how best to solve time-dependent 
scattering problems.”
—Paul Martin, executive editor of The Quarterly Journal of Mechanics 
and Applied Mathematics

Princeton Series in Applied Mathematics
Ingrid Daubechies, Weinan E, Jan Karel Lenstra & Endre Süli, series editors
Cloth  $65.00  978-0-691-11340-1

This book seeks to describe the rapid development in recent decades 
of sieve methods able to detect prime numbers. No other book has 
undertaken such a systematic treatment of prime-detecting sieves. It 
contains much that is accessible to beginning graduate students, yet 
also provides insights that will benefit established researchers.

384 pages. 10 line illus. 9 tables. 6 x 9.
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