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Both Stephen Unwin and Steven Brams have
their work cut out for them in trying to mathema-
tize God. Theologians, scientists, and atheists all
have their opinions on God’s existence (or lack
thereof), but these authors want to throw numbers
into the mix. Both books offer creative approaches
to the problem in their own unique ways. Still, one
book is much easier to comprehend and a joy to
read; the other, while fascinating in its own right,
will most likely be found only on professors’
bookshelves.

Stephen Unwin, a physicist and risk-analyst,
is the author of The Probability of God: A Simple
Calculation That Proves the Ultimate Truth. Unwin
admits that an exact answer to God’s existence
won’t be found but feels that he can contribute
where great minds before him have failed: “[They]
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did not think of addressing the issue of God’s exis-
tence in a formal, probabilistic setting. They looked
at the question in a strictly binary, deterministic
way. They asked, ‘Is there a God, yes or no?"”

Here is the mother of all spoilers: The prob-
ability that the monotheistic, prayer-answering
God exists is... 67%.

That may be the conclusion to the book, but
it’'s hardly the climax. Rather, the focus is on
the process of getting to that number. The ques-
tions | asked myself as | read the book included:
What equation(s) did Unwin use? How did he find
numbers to plug into it? Is there any merit to his
method?

Unwin has asked himself all of these ques-
tions, and although one may not agree with his
responses, he does explain them throughout each
chapter. One of the more pleasant surprises in this
book is how transparent his method is every step
of the way. When a number is subjective (and there
are many that are), Unwin says so, and he urges
readers to plug in substitute values as they see fit.
That's the enjoyment in his approach. In the ap-
pendix, he even offers a step-by-step tutorial for
readers so they can set up spreadsheets on their
computers and calculate the probability of God
using their own values.

Before getting to the math, Unwin reaches out to
those who may be skeptical of this entire process
in the first place. He explains precisely the type
of God he will be referring to and dismisses many
of the “proofs” of God that are popular among
Christians, including Intelligent Design and the
Fine-Tuned Universe argument. He says that the
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