Fiscal Year 2009 Budget
Request for the National
Science Foundation

The National Science Foundation’s fiscal year 2009
budget request was unveiled in February this year
against a backdrop of disappointment over the
previous year’s budget process, and into the politi-
cal maelstrom of a nation at war and a presidential
election. After a nearly flat budget in real terms for
fiscal 2008, the fiscal 2009 requested increase of
13.6 percent! looks like a return to better times.
Still, the refrain repeated every year—that the final
budget, once Congress passes it, could look very
different from the request—has never been more
true. Even the simple hope that Congress might
pass appropriations bills by the time fiscal year
2009 begins on October 1, 2008, has gone by the
boards. It is highly unlikely that the NSF will have
a budget before the new president takes office in
January 2009.

Though lacking the monkey wrench an election
can throw into the works, the appropriations pro-
cess for the fiscal year 2008 budget was confound-
ing. The fiscal 2008 request called for an increase
of almost 9 percent for the NSF and the same for
the NSF’'s Mathematical and Physical Sciences (MPS)
directorate, the larger organizational structure that
contains the Division of Mathematical Sciences
(DMS). As Congress debated the budget, even
higher numbers were bandied about. The congres-
sionally authorized plan to double the NSF budget
over ten years seemed to be on track—and there
was even discussion of quickening the timetable.
The appropriations process continued past the
start of the fiscal year in October 2007 and dragged
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Lthis figure takes into account the US$33 million dollar
rescission to the FY 2008 budget required by the FY 2008
Omnibus Appropriations and thus differs slightly from
the figures in the accompanying tables.
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on into the winter, but even then the outlook re-
mained bright for the NSF.

“When we went off on our Christmas vacation,
I remember | was saying, ‘I will take any one of
those numbers’,” remarked Tony Chan, NSF as-
sistant director for MPS. But Chan and his NSF
colleagues were in for a rude awakening. Caught
in what he described as “triage” between earmarks
by Congress, the president’s insistence on a cap on
domestic spending, and the
looming problem of con-
tinued funding for the war
in Iraq, the NSF emerged
with a 3.1 percent increase.
The Research and Related
Activities (RRA) segment
of the NSF budget received
an increase of 1.3 percent,
which is less than the in-
flation rate; the MPS got
slightly more, 1.4 percent.
(The reason for the large i
difference between the Tony Chan, NSF
NSF’s overall percentage assistantdirector
increase and that for RRA for MPS.
is that some programs out-
side RRA received large increases, such as Major
Research Equipment and Facilities Construction,
which rose over 30 percent.)

In this disappointing context, the DMS was
fortunate to come out with a 3.0 percent increase.
“We did in some sense extremely well, given the
circumstances,” said DMS director Peter March.
“The increase was good relative to the background
figures, and we are very grateful for that in-
crease. On the other hand, it comes in a somewhat
targeted way. The bulk of the increase is for CDL.”
CDI stands for Cyber-enabled Discovery and In-
novation, an NSF-wide initiative in which the DMS
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