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I believe this constitutes a decline 
in our mathematical culture; I hope it 
can be reversed.

 
—Seymour Haber 
Jerusalem, Israel 

s_haber@netvision.net.il
 

(Received May 23, 2008) 

Visualizing Eratosthenes in 
1949
Danilo Blanusa [Une interprétation 
géométrique du crible d’Eratosthènes, 
Glasnik Mat. Fiz. Astronom. Drustvo 
Mat. Fiz. Hrvatske (1949), 1–2] dis-
covered the following beautiful two- 
dimensional visualization of the sieve 
of Eratosthenes almost sixty years 
ago. Let m​ and n​ be positive integers. 
The line x​+​m​(n​+​1)y ​−​(n​+​1) ​= ​0 
joins the points (0,​1/m​) and (n​+​1,​0) 
and intersects the line y ​+​1 ​= ​0 at 
the point ((m​+​1)(n​+​1),​−1), where 
(m​+​1)(n​+​1) is a composite num-
ber. Conversely, if x is a compos-
ite number, then x is of the form 
(m ​+ ​1)(n ​+ ​1) for some positive 
integers m​ and n​, and is the abscissa 
of the intersection of the line joining 
the points (0,​1/m​) and (n ​+ ​1,​0) 
with the line y ​+​1 ​= ​0.

 
—Robert Juricevic 

robert.juricevic@sympatico.ca
 

(Received June 9, 2008)

Access to Electronic Resources
I think the AMS is making a mistake 
in accepting advertisements for ex-
pensive pieces of software such as 
Mathematica or Scientific WorkPlace 
or Maple. In the transition from hav-
ing books and journals as our pri-
mary sources of knowledge to having 
knowledge incorporated in Internet 
sites and in software we have lost 
sight of the idea that knowledge 
should be available at no monetary 
cost—in public libraries—to all who 
are willing to make the effort to 
learn it.

Some libraries have computer 
terminals that anyone may use 
to access the Internet, but I don’t 
know of any that make information- 
containing software freely available. 
And access to important stores of 
information such as MathSciNet is 
restricted, in university libraries, 
in ways that were never applied to 
Mathematical Reviews. I think this is 
a very negative development.

I am a retired mathematician, still 
actively interested in math. I can 
walk into a math library anywhere 
in the world and read books and 
journals—but special permission, 
which may not be readily available, is 
required for access to important on-
line resources, and access to Mathe-
matica (US$2,500 for a personal copy) 
is generally not available at all.

Letters to the Editor

Submitting Letters to the 
Editor
The Notices invites readers to 
submit letters and opinion pieces 
on topics related to mathemat-
ics. Electronic submissions are 
preferred (notices-letters@
ams.org); see the masthead for 
postal mail addresses. Opinion 
pieces are usually one printed 
page in length (about 800 words). 
Letters are normally less than one 
page long, and shorter letters are 
preferred.

Identifications
Affiliations of authors of “Let-
ters to the Editor” are provided 
for identification purposes only. 
Opinions expressed in letters 
are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of 
their employers or, in the case of 
American Mathematical Society 
officers or committee members, 
policies of the Society. Commit-
tee reports to the Council of the 
Society and official communica-
tions of officers of the Society, 
when published in the Notices, ap-
pear in the section of the Notices 
“From the AMS Secretary”.
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