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AMS Current Events Bulletin
The Joint Mathematics Meetings in Washington DC in  
January 2009 will feature a Special Session called “Cur-
rent Events Bulletin”, which will showcase four expository 
lectures on topics at the frontier of mathematical research. 
The session is organized by AMS past president David 
Eisenbud of the University of California, Berkeley.

The format for the talks follows the model of the 
famous Bourbaki Seminars in that mathematicians with 
especially strong expository skills speak on work not 
their own; written versions of the talks are prepared be-
forehand and distributed at the session. There are some 
novel features also. The talks are generally more accessible 
than those of the Bourbaki Seminars, and the coverage is 
broader and includes applied areas. Often a talk begins 
with a general, nontechnical presentation of the topic, 
lasting about twenty minutes. There is a short break, after 
which the talk continues with a more detailed presenta-
tion of how the topic is used in a particular setting. The 
“Current Events” sessions have drawn large audiences and 
have turned out to be one of the most popular activities 
at the Joint Meetings. The written versions of the talks 
are collected in an attractive booklet distributed at the 
session.

A tradition has also developed for the talks to appear 
in print. Some of them have been expanded to appear as 
articles in the Bulletin of the AMS.

For the session at the Washington Joint Meetings, the 
names of the speakers and their lecture titles are as fol-
lows:

Matthew James Emerton, Northwestern University, 
Topology, representation theory, and arithmetic: Three-
manifolds and the Langlands program.

Olga V. Holtz, University of California, Berkeley, and 
Technische Universität Berlin, Compressive sensing: A 
paradigm shift in signal processing.

Michael Hutchings, University of California, Berkeley, 
From Seiberg-Witten theory to closed orbits of vector fields: 
Taubes’s proof of the Weinstein conjecture.

Frank Sottile, Texas A&M University, Frontiers of 
reality in Schubert calculus.

The session will take place on Wednesday, January 7, 
2009, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Information about this 
and other Joint Meetings activities is available on the AMS 
Meetings website, http://www.ams.org/meetings.

—Allyn Jackson

Erdős Memorial Lecture
The Erdős Memorial Lecture is an annual invited address 
named for the prolific mathematician Paul Erdős (1913–
1996). The lectures are supported by a fund created by 
Andrew Beal, a Dallas banker and mathematics enthusiast. 
The Beal Prize Fund, now US$100,000, is being held by the 
AMS until it is awarded for a correct solution to the Beal 
Conjecture (see http://www.math.unt.edu/~mauldin/
beal.html). At Beal’s request, the interest from the fund 
is used to support the Erdős Memorial Lecture.

The Erdős Memorial Lecturer for 2008 was William 
Timothy Gowers of the University of Cambridge. He de-
livered a lecture titled “Decomposing bounded functions” 
at the Spring Eastern Section Meeting at the Courant 
Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York University, 
in March 2008.

—AMS announcement

From the AMS Public 
Awareness Office
Activities managed by the AMS Public Awareness Office 
at the 2009 Joint Mathematics Meetings in Washington 
DC include:

•JMM Blog. Adriana Salerno, a mathematics graduate 
student at the University of Texas at Austin, records her 
summaries of events at the 2009 meeting on the JMM Blog. 
Salerno is a past AMS-AAAS Media Fellow, working for 
ten weeks as a reporter for Voice of America, and she is 
a regular contributor to the AMS’s Math Digest (http://
www.ams.org/mathmedia/mathdigest/). Read Adriana’s 
impressions of JMM 2009 and contribute some of your 
own at http://www.ams.org/blog/jmm2009/.
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•JMM Press Room. Here is where journalists meet to 
write articles, interview speakers, connect with colleagues, 
review news releases about the Joint Mathematics Meet-
ings and prize winners, and pick up fact sheets from 
participating organizations.

•Meet the Notices Editors. An informal event on Tues-
day, January 6, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the AMS exhibit 
area. If you are attending the Joint Mathematics Meetings, 
you are invited to stop by to meet the editors who bring 
you Notices each month, find out more about Notices and 
how it is produced, give your feedback, talk about what 
you would like to see in Notices, get information on how 
to submit articles, and pick up a free poster featuring 
Notices covers.

•Who Wants to Be a Mathematician? The game for 
local high school math students is Wednesday, January 
7, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Marriott Ballroom Salon 
3, Lobby Level, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. The AMS 
special presentation, organized by Michael A. Breen, AMS 
Public Awareness Officer, and William T. Butterworth, 
DePaul University, is open to the public, and mathemati-
cians are invited to attend.

—Annette Emerson and Mike Breen 
AMS Public Awareness Officers 

paoffice@ams.org

AMS Hosts Congressional 
Briefing: Can Mathematics 
Cure Leukemia?
Doron Levy, an associate professor of mathematics at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, and at the Center 
for Scientific Computation and Mathematical Modeling, 
delivered an address to congressional representatives at a 
Capitol Hill briefing in which he presented his recent work 
on leukemia. The briefing was sponsored by the AMS.

Levy discussed a particular type of leukemia, known 
as Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia (CML). He noted that 
new drug therapies are able to keep most patients in 
remission, but ultimately do not cure the disease. Levy 
then described his joint work with Peter Lee, M.D., from 
Stanford University Medical School, and his former student 
Peter Kim (now at the University of Utah) in which they 
focused on the role of the immune response to CML. By 
combining mathematical modeling with new experimental 
data, they propose a new low-risk clinical approach to 
enhancing the effect of drug therapy, possibly leading to 
a cure for the disease.

Previous AMS Congressional Lunch Briefings have cov-
ered the following topics:

November 2007: Mathematics of Ice to Aid Global 
Warming Forecasts, presented by Ken Golden, professor 
of mathematics at the University of Utah.

November 2006: The Necessity of Mathematics: From 
Google to Counterterrorism to Sudoku, presented by 
Amy Langville, professor of mathematics at the College 
of Charleston.

November 2005: From Katrina Forward: How Mathemat-
ics Helps Predict Storm Surges, presented by Clint Dawson, 
professor at the University of Texas and a member of the 
Center for Subsurface Modeling in the Institute for Compu-
tational Engineering and Sciences; and Joannes Westerink, 
associate professor of civil engineering and geological 
sciences at the University of Notre Dame.

September 2004: Homeland Security: What Can Math-
ematics Do?, presented by Fred S. Roberts, professor 
of mathematics and director of the Center for Discrete 
Mathematics and Theoretical Computer Science (DIMACS) 
at Rutgers University.

July 2003: Mathematics Is Biology’s Next Microscope, 
Only Better; Biology Is Mathematics’ Next Physics, Only 
Better, presented by Joel E. Cohen, Laboratory of Popula-
tions, Rockefeller and Columbia Universities.

February 2002: Mathematics, Patterns and Homeland 
Security, presented by Ingrid Daubechies, Princeton Uni-
versity.

July 2001: Adding It Up: Helping Children Learn Math-
ematics, a briefing on this National Research Council Re-
port, presented by Deborah Loewenberg Ball and Hyman 
Bass, University of Michigan, and by Roger Howe, Yale 
University.

Other previous briefings include: What Does Water 
Know about Mathematics, by Mary Fannett Wheeler, Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin; Calculating the Secrets of Life: 
Mathematics in Medicine, by DeWitt Sumners, Florida State 
University; Eavesdropping on the Internet: Mathematics 
and Policy, by Carl Pomerance, University of Georgia; and 
Mathematical Transcriptions of the Real World: Finger-
prints, Magnetic Resonance and Video, by Ronald Coifman, 
Yale University.

—Anita L. Benjamin, AMS Washington Office

Deaths of AMS Members
Alfred Aeppli, professor emeritus, University of Minne-
sota, died on September 14, 2008. Born on November 8, 
1928, he was a member of the Society for 48 years.

Romae J. Cormier, retired associate professor, 
Northern Illinois University, died on July 24, 2008. Born 
on May 17, 1928, he was a member of the Society for 
50 years.

Andrew M. Gleason, former president of the AMS, 
and professor emeritus from Harvard University, died 
on October 17, 2008. Born on November 4, 1921, he was 
a member of the Society for 67 years.

George R. Greaves, Cardiff University, died on Au-
gust 24, 2008. Born on June 3, 1941, he was a member 
of the Society for 24 years.

Jack L. Hursch, from Tallahassee, FL, died on August 
11, 2008. Born on September 8, 1930, he was a member 
of the Society for 35 years.

Horst F. Niemeyer, professor, Rheinisch-Westfälische 
Technische Hochschule Aachen, Germany, died on Octo- 
ber 31, 2007. Born on June 30, 1931, he was a member of 
the Society for 43 years.


