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 at 30: Going strong

We are very pleased that Duane Bibby agreed to do 
the cover for this month’s issue. He is an illustrator 
well known to mathematicians through his illustra-
tions of  manuals, starting with The TEX Book in 
1986. The cover accompanies the article on  on 
the preceding pages in this issue by James Hefferon 
and Karl Berry (also illustrated by Bibby). 

 was invented (discovered? developed?) 
roughly thirty years ago by Don Knuth, the  
“organist” portrayed in the cover picture. In terms 
of computer generations, as Berry and Hefferon 
point out, this makes it ancient, but it is still going 
strong. It seems now a miracle that Knuth took the 
time off from his normal insanely busy schedule 
to develop , and to some of us even more of a 
miracle that he immersed himself in font design 
in order to make freely available at the same time 
his Computer Modern fonts and their cousins, still 
used by most of us.

There is an interesting interview with Duane 
Bibby on the  Users Group website:

http://www.tug.org/interviews/ 
interview-files/duane-bibby.html

There you will find the answer to one question 
that has surely occurred to you:

Interviewer: “Do you ever get tired of drawing 
the  lions?”

DB: “No, not yet and I don’t expect I will.”

His own website is http://duanebibby.com/

—Bill Casselman, Graphics Editor
(notices-covers@ams.org)


