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The complexity of factorization

This month’s cover was produced by a mild
variant of Eratosthenes’ sieve.The fascination
with the mixture of determinism and random
ness associated with factorization has lasted
over 2,000 years. As the WHAT IS ... article by
Friedlander and Ilwaniec (page 817) reminds
us, optimism still reigns in this field.
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